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Center for the Arts gamers 
two $100,000 donations
Courtesy of Joseph Brum
From L to R, Mike Frazier, John Hamill, Rev. Philip A. 
Smith, O.P., Michael Lee ’79, Robert Camara ’79
CAMPUS 
NEWS
By Mike Massey ’06 
Senior News Staff
While most PC students 
were still cringing from P.J. 
Tucker’s overtime shot that 
propelled the University of 
Texas past the 
Friars on January 
5 , s c h o o 1 
administrators 
had some reason to be excited. 
During halftime, Sovereign 
Bank presented the College 
with a $100,000 grant to fund 
the new Center for the Arts. 
Combined with an additional 
$100,000 donation from 
Champlin Foundations the total 
amount raised for the new 
Center for the Arts is 
$6,898,907.
“The grant is made in 
recognition of Providence 
College’s long-term
relationship with Sovereign and 
predecessor banking
institutions,” said John Hamill, 
Sovereign Bank Chairman, in a 
press release dated Jan. 6.
“We have a business 
relationship with Sovereign 
Bank,” said Joseph P. Brum, 
special assistant to the President 
for development. In addition to 
serving Providence College on 
campus with ATM machines, 
“[Sovereign Bank] is a major 
sponsor for our basketball 
program,” he said.
“Father Smith and I solicited 
Mr. Hamill,” said Brum, 
describing the initiating 
circumstances of the donation. 
“Mr. Hamill then consulted with 
his executives...They came 
back and made a $100,000 
contribution.” Brum went on to 
say this contribution was one of 
the largest Sovereign Bank had 
ever made in New England.
A common feature that 
Sovereign and Providence both 
share is two alumni of the 
school. Michael Lee ’79 is an 
Executive Vice President and a 
member of the Charitable Gifts 
Committee for Sovereign Bank, 
while also serving as a member 
of the Providence College 
President’s Council.
Robert Camara ’79 is a 
Senior Vice President with 
Sovereign Bank and also serves 
as the Account Executive for the 
College.
“The College was fortunate 
to have the active support of two 
alumni that were Executives 
with the bank,” said Brum.
In addition to Sovereign 
Bank, Champlin Foundations 
has also supported the College 
for nearly 20 years. The 
Foundation began in 1932 by
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Baby it’s cold outside
By Mallary Jean Tenore ’07
News Staff
Bundled in hats, scarves, 
and mittens, students briskly 
walked to classes last week, in 






England experienced the 
coldest winter weather to 
sweep across the region in 
decades, as temperatures 
dipped to dangerous lows.
Friday marked the most 
numbing day of the week, with 
temperatures dropping to 
minus 8 degrees with a wind 
chill of minus 40 degrees. 
According to
www.weather.com, the coldest 
recorded temperature since last 
week was minus 13 degrees 
in January 1976.
The frigid weather caused 
all public schools throughout 
the state to close, as school 
officials were concerned about 
students walking to school and 
waiting for the bus in the cold. 
Although many PC students 
were hoping to have a four-day 
weekend, classes at the College 
ran as scheduled.
While some students were 
disappointed with the news, 
others had a different take. “I 
would have loved for classes to 
be cancelled, but I don’t really 
think it was necessary,” said 
Colleen Fitzgerald ’07. “We 
don’t really have a big campus. 
Nothing terrible is going to 
happen walking five to ten 
minutes in the cold.”
Dr. Thomas Canavan, Vice 
President for Academic 
Administration, makes the 
decision as to whether or not 
classes will be cancelled due to 
weather conditions. He said that 
the number one priority when 
considering the cancellation of 
classes is safety. As long as 
students can safely walk to 
classes, and road conditions 
are adequate for commuting 
professors, classes will not be 
cancelled, Canavan said.
“There really was no issue 
of safety in the sense that 95% 
of students live on campus or 
nearby. Frankly this situation 
was pretty clear-cut; there was 
no discussion with Father 
Smith,” he said.
When Canavan has 
uncertainties about the 
cancellation of classes, he 
consults with Rev.Philip A. 
Smith, President of the 
College. While classes have 
been cancelled in the past due 
to hurricane warnings or snow 
accumulations, Canavan said 
that in the 7 snf one-half years 
that he has worked at the
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A Taste of Turkey
by Megan Comerford ’06 
Senior News Staff
“You look at my photographs 
and you will see what I have 
seen, to the extent that it is 
possible,” said A. Cental Ekin, 
associate 
ARTS & professor of the 
CULTURE Department of 
Marketing at 
Providence College and an 
amateur photographer.
His appropriately named 
exhibit “On Seeing” is a 
collection of 36 photographs of 
Ekin’s native Turkey. They 
capture Turkey’s past and 
present, its architecture and 
geography, and its people and 
their way of life.
“I photograph my
environment,” commented Ekin 
as he gestured to several of his 
pieces. Pictures of a modest, 
vine-covered blue doorway, a 
beautiful villa, and an old metal 
door adorned with brightly 
colored vegetable magnets are 
among those hanging.
The exhibit also contains 
photos of the ethereal rock 
formations of Cappadocia 
including one of what locals call 
“fairy chimneys” because, as 
Ekin’s wife Jan explained, the 
natural formations look like 
something out of a story book.
Ekin’s photographs of the 
Turkish people reveal the spice 
of life, sometimes literally as 
evidenced by the women selling 
spices and herbs on market day. 
His shots of a white-bearded old
man, two young girls among 
stone ruins, and a woman 
selling a chicken encapsulate 
village life.
Though On Seeing is his 
first exhibit, Ekin has been 
taking photographs for nearly 
50 years. “For many many 
many years I did everything in 
tiny little cubby holes for 
darkrooms,” said Ekin, who 
has since happily converted to 
digital photography and 
computer printing. “We can do 
things [on computers] that we 
couldn’t even dream of doing 
in a regular darkroom.”
“I guess photography, when 
I was growing up, was not a 
profession, per se,” said Ekin,
TURKEY/Page 3
Results of the Iowa
Democratic Caucus on Monday,
Turn to World and Commentary 
for more Coverage
GRAPHIC BY RYAN WENK ’06/The Cowl
COMMENTARY ►
As the presidential election season heats up, 
our writers cut through the rhetoric to give you 
the inside scoop on the candidates.
PAGES 6-7
A&E ►
Dan Devine ’04 mourns the loss of a
Providence landmark but finds some alternative 
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News Briefs
Campus construction continues on 
schedule
While much of Providence College 
closed down during break, construction 
of the Center for the Arts and a new 
residence hall continued on lower 
campus. According to Michael Frazier, 
Vice President of Finance and Business 
and Chief Financial Officer, the 
construction of both buildings is going 
according to schedule.
Recent cold temperatures have not 
had an effect on construction, Frazier 
said, because the residence hall is 
insulated, but rainy days can pose
problems when brick and mortar work 
is being done.
The Valueland property purchased by 
the College is now being used as parking 
for the construction workers. According 
to Frazier, as the number of workers 
increased, there was no longer room for 
them to park on campus. Workers are 
now shuttled to and from campus.
Renovations to the first floor of the 
library were also completed over break. 
The elevator, meanwhile, remains 
unfinished, as the school is still waiting 
for approval from city inspectors before 
work on the elevator can be completed. 
—Stephanie Barkus ’05
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl
Despite the elements, construction continues on the new Center for the Arts.
Campus Calendar for Jan. 23 to Jan. 29
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Turkey: Photography exhibit brings images from professor’s homeland to PC
continued from front page 
who has never taken a formal 
photography class. “I learned 
photography by reading and 
experimenting,” explained 
Ekin, citing Ansel Adams as a 
major influence.
During the late 1960s and 
early 1970s Ekin did freelance 
photography for annual reports, 
brochures, posters, and the like. 
“I applied [what I read] actually 
to my photography at the 
time...what I learned from the 
masters helped me a lot,” said 
Ekin.
Over the years Ekin has shot 
a wide variety of subjects from 
flora and fauna to downtown 
Providence. “I don’t have a 
favorite subject,” he explained, 
“I love photography.”
Ekin has also found that 
teaching photography to others 
has helped him improve his art. 
“It’s amazing how much you 
learn if you try to teach 
something to a friend,” said 
Ekin.
As a professor of marketing, 
Ekin is able to incorporate his 
photographic work into his class 
lessons, particularly in courses 
on Internet marketing and web 
design. Ekin himself designs 
web pages for various clients.
Ekin’s exhibit has been in the 
creative process for two years 
at the encouragement of 
Department of Art and Art 
History Chair James Janecek.
Once he decided to use 
Turkey as the subject of his 
exhibit, Ekin was faced with the 
task of selecting a handful of 
photographs from the hundreds 
he had taken.
Ekin called upon his friends 
to select their 35 favorites from 
about 90 various photographs 
and then compared that input 
with what he wanted to show. 
“This is the collective wisdom 
of a lot of people - people from 
overseas, here, photographers, 
non-photographers,” explained 
Ekin.
All the selected photographs 
were then formatted and printed 
by Ekin in either black and 
white or color using computer 
technology. The 19 that were 
taken in 2003, when Ekin and 
his wife last visited Turkey 
while the professor was on 
sabbatical, are “100 percent 
digital.” Most of the remaining 
17 are 35mm scans made from 
negatives.
“On Seeing” is the result of 
nearly half a century of 
photographing and two years of 
planning and spans the period 
of 1963-2003. “I am a very 
detailed person,” said Ekin of 
his photography, “everything 
has to be just right.”
Despite that, Ekin does not 
have a favorite photograph. “I 
love them all, otherwise I 
wouldn’t take them, and I don’t 
want to critique my own show,” 
he said. For Ekin, each 
photograph has a specific and 
individual value: “When I look 
at it I go to that place.”
“That place,” in many cases, 
is Ekin’s home province of 
Adana which lies on the 
southern Mediterranean coast. 
Ekin emigrated to the United 
States where he received his
—
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl
Erin Beck ’04 takes in a photography exhibit by A. Cemal Ekin. The exhibit is open to 
students from Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Hunt-Cavanagh Art Gallery through February 12.
MBA in 1969. He returned to 
Turkey after two years but, due 
to the country’s political 
problems, moved back to the 
U.S. in 1975 with his wife and 
daughter.
Ekin has been teaching at 
Providence College for 25 years 
and, in addition to taking 
photographs, collects antique 
cameras, though he has a 
penchant for shooting with 
Canon cameras and lenses.
Ekin’s exhibit “On Seeing” 
will be on display at the Hunt- 
Cavanagh Art Gallery through
February 12. The gallery is 
open for viewing Monday- 
Friday 9a.m.-4p.m. For a look 
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Weather: Cold chills students, closes area schools
continued from front page
College, he has never cancelled classes 
solely due to the cold weather.
Canavan pointed out that most Rhode 
Island businesses also remained open, as 
the weather conditions did not pose 
serious safety concerns.
While the numbing temperatures did 
not paralyze life at PC, students at 
University of Rhode Island were given 
the day off.
David Lavallee, assistant director of 
the URI Department of Communications 
said college administrators decided to 
cancel classes due to concerns about its 
students’ well-being. A 1200-acre 
campus, Lavallee said a walk from one 
side of the campus to the other could take 
as long as 15 minutes. Some students 
who park in the outlying parking lot of 
the campus could have a ten-minute walk 
to class. Other students who ride the 
campus shuttle could have to wait eight 
to ten minutes at the bus stop. And last 
Friday, waiting 10 minutes for the bus 
stop could have caused exposed skin to 
become frostbitten. This risk, Lavalle 
said, was not worth taking.
“Students’ exposure to the elements 
was our biggest worry,” he said. “It was 
tough. Our biggest concern was to make 
sure our students were safe. We also had 
to pay attention to what was going on 
around the rest of the state.”
Classes at Rhode Island College did 
not resume until this week, while those 
at Brown University, Bryant College, 
and Roger Williams will resume next 
week. Johnson and Wales University was 
not affected as the college does not hold 
classes on Friday.
Although the threat of frostbite was 
high last week, Barbara Fletcher, a nurse 
at the Student Health Center, said she did 
not see a dramatic increase in the number 
of students who came to the center. One 
student did come to her with concerns 
of having suffered frostbite, but the 
number of students with the flu or other 
possible weather-induced illnesses was 
not high, she said.
“I think people had common sense 
and just thought it was too cold to go 
out,” said Fletcher. “Last week things 
were kind of quiet. This week it’s starting 
to pick up again, but nothing too 
dramatic.”
The cold did create problems in some 
buildings on campus, as pipes in a 
number of buildings burst. According to 
Physical Plant shift supervisor John 
Amitrano, in the past week there have 
been leaks in Aquinas, Dominic Hall, 
Fennell, and Schneider Arena.
Amitrano also said that he has 
received several calls from students who 
state that their rooms are too cold. Often 
when the Physical Plant workers check 
these rooms for heating, they find that 
windows have been left open or that the 
students have simply forgotten to turn 
on the heat.
For some students who come from 
warmer climates, getting acclimated to 
the first rush of New England winter 
weather was not easy.
“It was a total shock to the system,” 
said Jarod Oppenheim ’06, a native of 
Marlina, Philippines. “My relatives say 
I’ve done surprisingly well coming from 
a tropical climate. I am sort of used to it 
now; I sort of like the cold weather as 
opposed to most people who come from 
tropical areas.”
Similarly, Gelsey Azhderian ’07 of 
Carmel, Calif., said she has adjusted to 
the cold, but would prefer the 70-degree 
weather back home. Having moved to 
California four years ago from 
Connecticut, Azhderian said she knows 
what it’s like to live in a seasonally-cold 
climate. However, getting used to the 
New England temperatures has taken a 
while.
“I like the snow a lot but I’m 
definitely not a fan of the cold. It seems 
like this has been the coldest; it feels like 
a big shock even though I’ve 
experienced it before,” she said.
Temperatures during the next 10 
days are expected to be milder than last 
week, reaching into the 20s and 30s.
Donation: Breaking the bank to promote the arts
continued from front page
George S. Champlin, a Warwick 
industrialist. After his death in 1980 a 
distribution committee was formed to 
distribute his fortune among deserving 
recipients.
“The College is very fortunate to be 
among the many institutions and 
organizations that have benefited from 
the good work of the Champlin 
Foundations,” said Brum. “This is 
another fine example of their 
generosity.”
According to Hamill, the Sovereign 
Bank grant “is also made in honor of 
College President Rev. Philip A. Smith, 
O.P., for his long and meritorious service 
to Providence College.” Father Smith 
serves on Sovereign Bank’s New 
England Advisory Board. It is not 
unusual for the College President to 
serve on this board. Rev. Thomas 
Reginald Peterson, O.P., the ninth 
President of Providence College also 
served on this board during the 1980’s 
when Sovereign Bank was known as 
Rhode Island Hospital Trust.
“[Father Smith’s] duties are advisory 
in nature,” said Brum. “It is a board of 
key community and businessmen that 
advise [Sovereign Bank] on the nature 
of their business.”
Father Smith said, “Providence 
College is very grateful for Sovereign 
Bank’s generous gift to our new Center 
for the Arts.”
This donation is just a part of the large 
fund-raising effort the college has been 
pursuing for the past few months. As of 
Dec. 31, 2003, the total amount raised 
was $6,898,907. The price tag of the 
Center for the Arts is $17 million.
The Center for the Arts featuring a 
280-seat theatre, a 275-seat recital hall, 
and numerous classrooms and offices is 
tentatively slated to open on Sept. 1, 
2004.
Do YOU LIKE TAKING PICTURES?
DO YOU WANT TO GET MORE INVOLVED ON CAMPUS?
Come join The Cowl’s Photo Staff!
Call Photo Editor Kristin Ellis at x2214 or come
DOWN TO THE OFFICE TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION!
(Please include some of your own photos with your application)
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Candidates eye New Hampshire
by Andrew Blaylock ’05
World Staff
Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.) won 
the Iowa Caucus Monday night with 35 
percent of the vote. Going into the 
caucuses, Kerry was favored third in 
the majority of polls behind former Ver­
mont Governor
Howard Dean and Rep. 
Dick Gephardt (D- 
M.O.).
PRIMARIES
Before a crowd of supporters, Kerry 
referred to himself as “comeback
Kerry.” “Last night, the New England 
Patriots won. Tonight, this New En­
glander won, and you sent me on the 
way to the Super Bowl ... I make you 
this pledge, I have only begun to fight,” 
he said.
The results of the caucus were sur­
prising to many political pundits who 
had Dr. Dean and Rep. Gephardt as the 
favorites. Dean and Gephardt were 
head-to-head in almost all polls before 
the caucus. Many believed Gephardt 
was the favorite because of his strong 
support from organized labor, and in 
1988 he won the Iowa caucuses in his 
run for the Democratic nomination. 
Others believed Dean would win be­
cause of his sucessful Internet
Week in Review
Compiled by Kathryn Treadway ’06
National
Shiite leader stunts American plans
The Bush administration announced that 
it is revising its proposed process for 
handing over power to a temporary Iraqi 
government by June 30. The proposal 
for revisions comes in response to re­
jection by powerful Shiite leader, Aya­
tollah Ali al-Sistani. Officials say the 
new plan should open the countrywide 
caucuses to more people, as well as 
make their inner workings clearer. Di­
rectly elected Iraqis could make the ne­
gotiations tougher for the U.S. military 
which desires wide latitude in 
counterinsurgency efforts. Sistani’s re­
jection is not a means of seeking his own 
power; heretofore he has suscribed to 
the school of teachings in a cleric should 
not run for government.
U.S. may embrace multilateralism in Iraq reconstruction
fundraising and his straightforward man­
ner in speaking on issues.
Upon finishing fourth in Iowa, 
Gephardt announced on Tuesday after­
noon that he was withdrawing his name 
from consideration for the Democratic 
nomination. The results of the caucuses 
were a tremendous disappointment and 
surprise to Gephardt. “This didn't come 
out the way we wanted, but I have been 
through tougher fights in my life. My 
campaign for working people may be 
ending tonight, but our fight will never 
end,” he said.
One labor source told CNN 
Gephardt's failure in Iowa was his inabil­
ity to expand his base beyond organized 
labor. “There wasn't the enthusiasm for 
Dick,” the source said. Gephardt will not 
seek Congressional reelection in Novem­
ber.
Dean, who is considered by many to 
be the national frontrunner for the nomi­
nation, will now move into the New 
Hampshire primary with less momen­
tum. Currently, he is still considered the 
favorite, but retired general Wesley Clark 
has been gaining ground. Clark did not 
participate in the Iowa caucuses due to 
his late entry into the race for the nomi­
nation. Instead he has directed his en­
tire focus to the contest in New Hamp­
International
Strike hurts struggling Airway
Airltalia cancelled 364 flights for next 
Monday, Jan. 19 due to an eight hour 
strike called by airline workers. Airline 
workers protested against lay-off plans 
at the struggling company that is in the 
midst of restructuring. Some 18,000 pas­
sengers will be affected by the strike.
Nuclear material found in Iraq
Preliminary tests conducted on a small 
amount of low-level radioactive mate­
rial discovered in the Netherlands re­
vealed the substance to be natural ura­
nium in the very early stages of refine­
ment—“pre-yellowcake stage,” accord­
ing to investigators. The material was 
discovered in a Rotterdam shipping con­
tainer of scrap metal from the Middle 
of this account, claiming that no shots 
were fired.
The blast was the deadliest since a 
truck bomb was detonated outside the 
United Nations headquarters in August, 
killing 23 and causing the U.N. to evacu­
ate the country on security grounds.
The Sunday attack came one day be­
fore U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
met with Iraqi leaders and American oc­
cupation officials, including Iraq’s 
American Civilian Administrator Paul 
Bremer. The U.S. is hoping the U.N. will 
help resolve the raging debate over how 
to select the provisional government in 
Iraq. With the support of Grand Ayatol­
lah Ali al-Sistani, the most influential 
Shiite cleric in Iraq, 100,000 Shiites took 
to the streets of Baghdad Monday to dem­
onstrate peacefully in favor of direct elec­
tions. The  protesters opposed the U.S.- 
backed proposal of a complex caucus 
system. Iraqi’s governing council, 
named by the U.S., supports this proposal 
saying that there is no time to organize 
full elections before the target date of 
June 30 when U.S. forces are scheduled 
to withdraw.
shire.
The candidates now turn their atten­
tion to New Hampshire primary, which 
will take place on Jan. 27. “I used to be 
the frontrunner in and out to Iowa, but 
I'm not the frontrunner anymore,” Dean 
said before a crowd in Portsmouth. “But 
New Hampshire has a great tradition of 
supporting the underdog. So guess 
what? Let's go get them.”
Edwards plans to split his time in 
between New Hampshire and South 
Carolina, the primary following New 
Hampshire and the place of his birth. 
Looking ahead to New Hampshire, there 
are four viable candidates who could win 
the state’s primary according to analysts 
— Kerry, Dean, Clark, and Edwards.
The winner of the Iowa caucuses is 
not always a good indicator of the win­
ner of the nomination. For example, 
Gephardt won the Iowa caucus in 1988, 
but lost the Democratic nomination to 
Michael Dukakis. That same year, Sen. 
Bob Dole won the Republican caucus 
in Iowa, but lost the Republican nomi­
nation to the then incumbent President 
George Bush.
Sources: CNN, Associated Press, 
Washington Post
East. Currently, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency is in the process of com­
paring the sample to samples taken from 
a former Iraqi uranium processing plant. 
Inspectors suspect that the material was 
overlooked in the cleanup of the plant 
due to its small quantity and unrefined 
nature.
Science
Bush announces space plans
President George W. Bush revealed 
plans to take Americans back to the 
moon and “forward into the universe.” 
From the NASA headquarters in Wash­
ington, the President announced the 
building of new ships to visit the moon 
and explore Mars.
Sources: New York Times, CNN, Reuters
The Monday meeting ended with the 
hope that the U.N. would send in its elec­
tion experts to assess the situation. Fol­
lowing the meeting, Annan was optimis­
tic but noncommittal, “The stability of 
Iraq should be everyone’s business. We 
have an opportunity to work together to 
try and move forward in a process that 
the [UN Security] Council and all of us 
have believed in,” he said.
The U.S. has begun to soften its all- 
or-nothing stance against anti-war coun­
tries. In December it was announced 
that only countries supporting the war 
would be awarded with Iraq’s hefty re­
construction contracts, a move drawing 
harsh criticism from many in the inter­
national community. However, at a re­
cent Pan-American summit President 
Bush changed his tune, announcing that 
Canada, a war opponent, would be al­
lowed into the next round of reconstruc­
tion bidding. This move fueled specu­
lation that a more open and multilateral 
reconstruction process will soon follow. 
Sources: CNN, NY Times, BBC, Arab 
News, Christian Science Monitor
College 
News
Texas A&M bans 
“legacy” policy 
by Matthew Sullivan ’06
World Staff
Texas A&M recently ended the prac­
tice of “legacies” in its admission poli­
cies, which gave advantages to the rela­
tives of university graduates. Legacy 
programs exist at at many college and 
university.
The president of Texas A&M, Rob­
ert Gates, announced the end of lega­
cies on Jan. 10, claiming it was an “ob­
vious inconsistency in an admissions 
strategy based on individual merit.” A 
1996 court ruling led Texas A&M to end 
its affirmative action program, which 
gave preferences in admissions on the 
basis of race. President Gates has said 
he will not include race as part of the 
universities admission programs.
Applicants with relatives who at­
tended Texas A&M were awarded four 
points on a hundred points scale under 
the legacy program. Among other 
things considered are a student’s aca­
demic record and extracurricular activi­
ties. No other public university in Texas 
includs legacies in its admission poli­
cies. A&M is the first major college or 
university to ban the policy.
Praise for the decision came from 
supporters and opponents of affirmative 
action who saw the legacy program as 
a violation of equal opportunity. State 
Representative Garnet Coleman (D- 
Houston), an affirmative action sup­
porter said, “This is a win for every stu­
dent whose parents didn't attend 
A&M.”
Opponents of affirmative action like 
Center for Equal Opportunity Senior 
Fellow Edward Blum applauded the 
policy change, saying, “A&M’s decision 
is good news for those of us who be­
lieve in merit-based university admis­
sions.”
Opposition to legacy program has 
also been expressed by presidential can­
didate, Sen. John Edwards (D-NC), who 
has attacked such policies as unjust.
Sen. Eaward Kennedy (D-MA) has 
proposed a bill that would require 
schools to give specific information on 
the breakdown of its students accord­
ing to who benefits from legacies. 
Kennedy attended Harvard University, 
following his father and brothers there, 
despite a “C” average in prep school.
Supporters of affirmative action such 
as state Sen. Rodney Ellis, (D-Houston) 
wanted the university to reinstate race­
based preferences as well. “Most right- 
thinking people still should be appalled 
because A&M is so overwhelmingly 
white and is not using one of the tools 
— the consideration of race in admis­
sions — that could help it diversify,” he 
said. Currently, A&M’s student body 
consists of 82 percent white students 
with 9 percent Hispanic, 3 percent 
Asian, and 2 percent African American.
The legacy program came under fire 
after a report by the Houston Chronicle 
showed that it helped mostly whites. In 
the past two years, legacies had been a 
deciding factor in favor of hundreds of 
whites but a much smaller number of 
minorities.




by Peter Smith ’04 
World Staff
Sunday morning, Jan. 18 was any­
thing but peaceful outside the Ameri­
can occupation headquarters in 
Baghdad, where a powerful truck bomb
exploded at the ground’s 
main gates. At least 18 of 
the fatalities were Iraqi ci­
vilians, many of whom
were waiting to enter the compound to 
go to work. No Americans were re­
ported dead, although several were in­
jured. The attack came one day after 
three US soldiers and two Iraqi civil 
defense troopers were killed by a road­
side bomb increasing the wartime death 
count to 500 for US soldiers.
The bomber drove a white Toyota 
pickup truck loaded with 1,000 pounds 
of Soviet-made plastic explosives. 
While waiting in line for vehicle inspec­
tions the driver detonated the bomb less 
than fifty feet from the gate. Seven 
nearby vehicles were destroyed, four of 
which caught fire instantly. High rank­





Preparing for the Primary Election
A voice from the South
A Jan. 19 Washington Post/ABC News 
Poll showed that 58 percent of Americans 





by Juliette Paul ’05
Assistant Commentary Editor
during that year. This should appeal 
to all college students, even if they 
have already completed their freshman 
year and are not eligible, because all 
students should be able to relate to the 
financial burden that a college 
education can place on their families. 
In addition, Edwards is a firm believer 
in affirmative action in college 
admissions and he opposes any 
“legacy” policies that are a part of 
admissions. This should also be 
attractive to young voters because as 
a critic of legacy policies, Edwards is 
against the unfair admission of 
students based on their family 
involvement in the college or 
university. Edwards’ stand on college 
admissions and his commitment to 
education have the potential to gather 
him many young voters. The plan to 
offer a free year of college to incoming 
freshman will give many young 
Americans who have given up hope of 
ever attending college a chance to 
continue their education. For more 
information on Edward’s education
Sen. John Edwards (D-NC) 
finished second after Sen. John 
Kerry (D-MA) in the Iowa 
caucuses on Tuesday.
policies or for information on his plans 
to tackle other issues concerning the 
American public, visit his website.
Although his army-outfitted, commander­
in-chief campaign facade puts a bad taste in 
many voters’ mouths, President George W. 
Bush endured a term difficult
BUSH enough to earn him serious consideration for re-election. 
Americans depended on
Bush through a monumental term. During a 
time when the U.S. is internationally ill 
reputed, it would be very dangerous to elect 
an inexperienced candidate who cannot 
guarantee finishing what Bush started. The 
quibbling Democratic Party has not yet 
prepared an outstanding candidate who has 
proven capable of maintaining homeland 
security, protecting peace in Iraq, and fostering 
economic progress to the same potential as 
President Bush. The president has
courage. While other U.N. leaders whistled 
past Iraqi graveyards, Bush, with the support 
of Prime Minister Tony Blair, gave Iraqis a 
chance at freedom and democracy. The war in 
Iraq finalized the end of Saddam Hussein’s 
regime, a man who tortured and killed one 
million of his 22 million people, a number 
proportional to Stalin’s actions of the Soviet 
Union. U.S. efforts in Iraq have led 30 other 
nations to contribute to growing trade and 
commerce, a new army, the vaccination of 4.2 
million children, the reopening of 95 percent 
of health clinics, 90 percent of schools, and 
city councils in 85 percent of cities. The U.N. 
is currently considering joining U.S. efforts in 
Iraq.
Under Bush, U.S. economic growth in the 
third quarter of 2003 was higher than any time 
during the last 20 years. The “Jobs and Growth 
Plan” is leading to an increasing drop in 
unemployment from its current level of six 
percent. Bush’s health care plan has already 
led to the modernization of Medicare, and 
provides for more affordable and quality 
improved health care. The “No Child Left 
Behind Act” has improved student 
performance and is expected to close the 
achievement gap between wealthy and 
underprivileged students in more than 89,599 
public schools. Bush’s 2004 environment and 
natural resources budget request is higher than 
ever and “The Healthy Forests Restoration Act 
of 2003” will bolster public participation in 
forest health projects.
Under potentially catastrophic 
circumstances, Bush did his job and then 
ensured prosperity.
The first notable military Democrat
Four-star General Wesley Clark.
Chris Ackley ’06
Commentary staff
Wesley Clark served in the armed 
forces for over 38 years. He was a 25 
year-old captain in Vietnam, where he 
was shot four times while still com­
manding his troops 
through enemy ter­
ritories, earning a 
Silver Star for cour­
age. Also, this career military man is a
CLARK
democrat. This sounds almost as likely 
as a Yankee fan born and raised in 
Chelsea, but this political aberration 
who has also never held a public of­
fice in his life may be the only candi­
date who can seriously challenge G.W. 
Bush.
Known as “Wes” to the hip kids, 
he is the first serious candidate to have 
entered the race so late and with so 
little political experience. Strangely 
enough, these are two of Clark’s most 
endearing features. Competing against 
a group of seemingly unelectable can­
didates who hit their strides too early, 
or have not found them at all, Wes’s 
unexpected candidacy in mid-Septem- 
ber generated new excitement in the 
Democratic Party. Because Clark has 
never been through such an involved 
and personal campaign, he is often 
dangerously open about his personal 
beliefs and opinions. This as well as 
his conflicting statements about his
position on the resolution authorizing 
Bush to go to war in Iraq has landed 
Clark in trouble with other Democrats 
on several occasions. However, in a 
race where Howard Dean has been at­
tacked for pandering to angry Bush­
haters and where John Kerry notori­
ously stands for nothing, a personable 
candidate like Clark quickly moves to­
wards the front of the pack.
Many democrats fear that since 
Sept. 11 their Party is at a significant 
disadvantage because of the public’s 
concern with homeland security. Now 
Clark’s military service is an enor­
mous factor. This is a man who has 
spent the majority of his life helping 
to protect our country, but understands 
the power and importance of engage­
ment through diplomacy. If Clark can 
avoid serious criticism within his own 
party, he has the best chance at put­
ting the Democrats back in office.
Independents create eccentric campaigns
of PoliticsI.com, who posted parts of 
it on their website. Some quotes from 
the letter: “My political party believes 
in expressing as many laws to put forth 
as can possibly be conceived... My 
dreams consist of forming a unit 
composed of a modern couple who 
will assimilate information on the 
magic techniques of penis enlargement 
through articles in popular magazines 
and medical journals... I am looking 
forward to creating a large research 
office in discovering immortality for 
a human being to live till the age of 
925 years...” Right.
Next is Jack Grimes, of 
Pennsylvania, who calls himself the 
“Leader and Director of the United 
Fascist Union.” Grimes states that the 
biggest dilemmas facing the US “and 
the whole of Western civilization” 
today are “Democracy, Christianity, 
International Capitalism, Earth 
Changes, U.F.O.’s, government cover-
WEBLINKS TO INDEPENDENTS
ups, and others.” Grimes also 
admonishes his followers to worship 
Satan and believes the U.S. will 
someday become a small triangular 
land mass (citing the prophet 
Nostradamus). Unfortunately, there is 
not enough room to detail the whacky 
campaigns of some of the rest of this 
year’s Independent candidates. See the 
above weblinks for more information.
cOMMENTARY
www.washingtonmonthly.com
Courtney Arkell-Fargeorge ’06 
Commentary staff
If you ever browse North Carolina 
Democrat John Edwards’ campaign 
website (www.johnedwards2004.com) 
vou will find that he is proud to have
been raised in a rural 
town. He sees him­
self as a true Amer­
ican success story.
EDWARDS
He rose from a background of little 
opportunity to be a perspective 
presidential candidate. Edwards 
believes that this transition is the result 
of his hard work and determination. 
He wants the U.S. to be a country of 
equal opportunity where it is always 
possible for everyone to improve their 
lives. In order to keep this possibility 
alive, Edwards has devised a plan that 
should appeal to many young 
Americans. He has proposed that 
every college freshman can attend his 
or her first year at a public or 
community college for free, provided 
that they work at least ten hours a week
www.cubatravelusa.com
www.zpub.com
by Leslie Nevola ’06 
Commentary staff
It is not very easy to qualify to run 
for President as an Independent 
without party affiliation or backing. 
Prospective candidates must somehow
gather 2,500 cer­
tified signatures 
before filing their 
nomination papers.
That means not only must they 
somehow acquire 2,500 signatures, 
these signatures must be verified by 
local election officials. The difficulty 
of this process makes one wonder how 
some of this year’s Independent 
nominees were able to get as far as they 
have. Take a look at some of the types 
of people running for president as 
Independents this year.
Let’s start with New Jersey native 
Henri Calitri. Calitri has no website of 
his own, but sent a letter to the editors
NO PARTY
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Preparing for the Primary Election
Kerry a candidate of proven leadership
Al Sharpton, a man for the 21 st century
Even if he does not become the Democratic nominee, 
Sharpton ’s candidacy has something to offer
by Terence Sweeney ’06
Commentary Staff
are being lost and more and more people 
are uninsured. Meanwhile hundreds of 
thousands of people cannot vote, and the 
poor suffer through miserable 
educational difficulties. These are truly 
unorthodox times, and these unorthodox 
times call for an unorthodox man. 
America needs the Rev. Al Sharpton.
America needs a man of faith, a man
of principle, and a man of vision, so Al 
Sharpton is our man. Who is Al 
Sharpton? Al Sharpton has a long and 
impressive history. He is the only 
presidential candidate who became a 
minister at age 10 showing an interesting 
religious connection that few other 
candidates have. Later in his career he 
was road manager for James Brown, 
proving that he was capable of traveling 
and of promoting the arts, two important 
traits for a president. He has dedicated 
his life towards ensuring civil rights 
which has earned him great respect 
among some people and hatred among 
others. He has also run for and lost in 
three campaigns including a run for the 
mayor of New York City in which he 
received 40% of the primary votes. This 
may seem unimpressive, but he still 
continues to doggedly support his views.
www.5-i.cuin
Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) speaking 
with former President Bill Clinton.
Kerry finished first in the Iowa 
Caucuses, winning 38 percent of the 
delegate support.
Education Trust Fund in order to fully 
fund education. He wants to support 
teachers and give public schools the 
resources they need to excel. Kerry also 
wants to protect the children of America 
by supporting gun control. Unlike NRA- 
endorsed candidate Howard Dean, Kerry 
wants to continue the assault weapons 
ban and the Brady Bill to keep
www.obv.org.uk
Reverend Al Sharpton provides variety and excitement to many of the 
democratic candidate debates. His passion and strong ideals make 
him worth a second glance, even if his chances of winning the election, 
or even nomination, are slight.
Two major negative attributes of 
Sharpton’s include the fact that he is the 
only candidate to have helped incite 
street riots between blacks and Jews and 
he is the only candidate tied to a cocaine 
smuggling organization. However, this 
proves he understands the war on’drugs 
in a unique way. It appears, though, that 
he has moved beyond these two ugly 
incidents.
Sharpton has many plans for 
America. He is dedicated to increasing 
voter registration, passing an 
Amendment that makes the right to vote 
constitutionally protected, and ensuring 
that all people, especially the poor, have 
a chance to vote. He plans on working 
to strengthen affirmative action, as well 
as end the death penalty. In regards to 
the economy, he plans to raise taxes on 
the wealthy, establish a universal 
dangerous, non-sport weapons off the 
streets.
John Kerry also has plans to save the 
environment-real plans, not lies like 
Bush’s Clear Skies Initiative. He plans 
to reverse the changes Bush has made to 
America’s Clean Air laws, providing 
more stringent standards for emissions 
testing and acid rain reduction. This will 
provide for a cleaner, healthier United 
States.
He also provides many proposals for 
gay and lesbian rights. As a senator, he 
proposed a bill to end sexual-orientation 
discrimination in the job market, and has 
worked vigorously to extend federal 
jurisdiction over hate crimes. Further, 
he was one of only 14 senators to oppose 
the Defense of Marriage Act.
He fought in Vietnam and has served 
in the Senate for almost two decades. 
Besides all this, John Kerry is a better 
choice for Democratic candidate than his 
opponents if for nothing else than 
because instead of attacking his fellow 
democrats, he states his own opinions 
and saves his criticism for President 
Bush. John Kerry is the right candidate 
for 2004 because he represents an 
America in which we all would be proud 
to live.
healthcare plan for all Americans, and 
cut taxes for the poor. His foreign policy 
plans focus on human rights, 
international law, and economic justice 
for all. His keynote issue is the lack of 
representation for Washington DC’s 
600,000 residents. He argues they 
should either get the right to vote or 
statehood.
Sharpton may be unusual, and may 
have an ugly past, but he remains a voice 
for the unheard minorities. And while 
he will almost certainly not win, people 
should still check him out. We should 
be learning about his views even here at 
white middle class Providence College. 
So rally around the right man for these 
unorthodox times and support Al 
Sharpton for America.
www.sec.state.vt.us
Dr. Howard Dean, known as the 
“common sense moderate” Demo­
cratic candidate, has won popularity 




by Stephanie Pietros ’04 
Senior Commentary Staff
by Caitlin Ford ’05
Commentary Editor
When looking at the 2004 
presidential hopefuls, making a decision 
should not be that difficult. Although 
there are now eight men running for the
Democratic Party 
nomination, only a 
few are truly qualified 
for the office, and
more importantly, only a few could beat 
President Bush in the national election. 
That is why John Kerry should be your 
choice in the Democratic primary.
Now, one should not vote for a 
candidate merely to defeat a substandard 
incumbent. The issues that surround this 
election are incredibly important, and 
directly affect each one of us. One of 
the most important issues for young 
people is the war in Iraq. John Kerry 
does not support the unilateral action 
taken by President Bush, but also does 
not believe that United States military 
should leave Iraq shamefacedly. He 
offers a plan of diplomacy with our allies 
around the world as well as with those 
who resent America because “the surest 
way to defend our people is to advance 
our ideals.”
Kerry also proposes setting up an
KERRY
Perhaps the most compelling reason 
to vote for Dr. Howard Dean is this self- 
descriptive classification—“common 
sense moderate.” Dean’s platform
combines what may be 




responsibility and strong financial 
management with Democratic 
humanitarian commitments to improved 
health care and education.
The former aspect of Dean’s platform 
is particularly timely considering the 
enormous debt President Bush has 
amassed from the as yet unjustified war 
in Iraq (so Hussein is bad, but didn’t we 
go to war because of the supposed threat 
of weapons of mass destruction and as 
yet unrevealed ties to the Al Quaeda?). 
Bush’s management, or rather 
mismanagement, of the nation’s finances 
has stemmed from this pouring of 
millions into the war and unfair tax cuts 
to the wealthy, while at the same time 
the economy, though on the up at the 
moment, has floundered throughout his 
administration. Dean’s recognition of 
these missteps of the present 
administration is vital, for without the 
proper management of these aspects of 
the government Dean’s other proposed 
initiatives would fail.
These proposals—the “Democratic” 
aspects of the platform—reflect Dean’s 
commitment to the American public. His 
work in improving health care coverage 
in his home state of Vermont bodes well 
for what he could do if his ideas and 
energies were implemented on a national 
level. Additionally, his recognition of 
the shortcomings in Bush’s “No Child 
Left Behind” initiative (its lack of 
funding and its overreliance on 
standardized testing, to name a few) 
would aid millions. He promises to 
address problems at every level of the 
educational system, from promoting 
more early childhood initiatives like 
Head Start to working to decrease 
problems with the rising costs of higher 
education.
Dean’s promises are, as yet, just 
promises. But armed with his track 
record as governor of Vermont and the 
support of so many from his brilliant 
grass roots campaign, he is the most 
viable candidate to put them into 
practice. Truly, supporting Dean should 
be “common sense.”
At this point in U.S. history America 
is going through unconventional times. 
Sure many things remain the same. 
Christmas shopping rushes go on, Paris
Hilton is the focus of 
the celebrity ma­
chine, and SUVs are 
bought at an ever-
increasing pace and at ever-increasing 
sizes. But while much may seem the 
same, things are very different. It was 
not long ago that Americans lost 3,000 
fellow citizens in an unprecedented 
attack on our soil. Jobs and industries
SHARPTON
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I have no clue what career I want to 
pursue when I graduate from PC this 
spring, but I do know what classes in­
terest me. The classes I want to take are 
easy for me to figure out. But what about 
the classes the College forces me to take? 
What good do they serve to my educa­
tion?
Sophomore year I enrolled in Math 
105. It’s the math class for students who 
hate math but who are nonetheless re­
quired to take a math class. I got an A 
(who didn’t?), but for me wouldn’t those 
three credit hours be better used else­
where? An English major forced to do 
math problems is like a PC event with­
out a beer garden—it just doesn’t fit, and 
nobody leaves the experience very 
happy, either.
I know this is a Catholic college, but 
isn’t two years of Civ enough theology 
for one who isn’t remotely interested in 
the subject? St. Thomas Aquinas might 
be fascinating to some students here, and 
he does have two buildings named after 
him at this college, but I don’t have the 
faintest desire to learn about him, and I
AACSB a great move for Providence College
Mike Massey’s Cowl article in No­
vember was a timely summary of Provi­
dence College’s initial efforts to achieve 
accreditation from the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. 
This is a milestone opportunity for the 
College to upgrade a credential to that 
of peer group schools, recognize the ex­
cellence of its undergraduate programs, 
build the MBA program, make a posi­
tive stimulus to the RI economy, and 
contribute an enlightened perspective on 
ethics and social responsibility badly 
needed in corporate America.
For PC, AACSB will recognize an 
already excellent undergraduate program 
and help attract students who desire a 
solid mixture of the best of liberal arts 
and business education. Several alumni 
have mentioned that they consider the 
excellent integration of liberal arts and 
professional disciplines a uniquely valu­
able element of a PC undergraduate edu­
cation. The AACSB program should 
build on this foundation.
AACSB has the potential to improve 
the reputation of the MBA program. 
Since many PC undergraduates now 
come from outside the immediate RI re­
gion and can be expected to head to 
bright lights elsewhere after graduation, 
attracting students to graduate programs 
Bush, the war, and the primary race
shouldn’t be forced into taking a class 
about him (or any other theologian for 
that matter) simply because there exists 
at this college (and at many, many oth­
ers, I understand) something called “core 
requirements.”
Now, you may say I’m close-minded. 
You may even say I’m ignorant to my 
own educational experience, that I’m not 
willing to be a “well-rounded” student. 
Well, that’s because I don’t want to be a 
well-rounded student. I want to find one 
or two subjects that I’m passionate about 
and leave the others behind.
I understand that this is a “Liberal 
Arts” college—whatever that means— 
and that you’re probably saying to your­
self, “If you don’t like it here, then you 
shouldn’t have come in the first place.” 
But the next time you’re twirling your 
hair or checking your watch every five 
minutes in the class you were more or 
less forced to take, think to yourself: 
Should I really be here right now?
Michael Futia ’04
like the MBA provides PC an opportu­
nity to build and maintain strong rela­
tionships in its home region.
As a graduate business instructor at 
Mercy College and an industry practi­
tioner, I attended a national conference 
of direct marketing professors held in 
October. I spoke with Prof. Jack 
Schibrowski of UNLV and a U Wiscon­
sin Ph.d. who mentioned that meeting 
the AACSB requirements improves pro­
gram quality by providing a “Strategic 
Focus” to business school curriculums 
and cultivating a sense of partnership 
with the local business community.
A short read of business page head­
lines indicates that consideration of eth­
ics and social responsibility should be 
an important part of the curriculum. 
What school is better than PC to offer a 
responsible point of view and leadership 
to this critical concern of American life? 
Perhaps a center for Business Ethics and 
Social Responsibility will emerge at PC.
Our alumni have a proud record of 
success in the business world. Going for 
AACSB is an opportunity for our stu­
dents, faculty, alumni and the RI region 
to benefit from business teaching and 
research at the highest level.
Kenneth G. Kraetzer’79
Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar­
ies and Letters to the Editor from all 
members of the Providence College com­
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the 
writer’s name, signature, and a phone 
number where they can be reached. Ar­
ticles will be printed as space permits. 
Letters should be no more than 250 words 
in length. Guest commentaries should be 
limited to 700 words in length and only 
one will be published per week. The Cowl 
editorial board and its administrative su­
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles 
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe­
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please 
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the 
Editor are the opinions of the writer only 
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and do not reflect the viewpoint of The 
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, 
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later 
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi­
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981 
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-865- 
1202, submit online at www.thecowl.com, 
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or 
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin 
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques­
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per 
year by mail. Student subscription is 
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CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO I The COWL, 
Providence College, Providence, Rhode 
Island 02918.
We all know that 500 American 
soldiers and thousands of Iraqis have 
been killed (including 21 American 
suicides of the total 346 killed in combat) 
in President George W. Bush’s 
unnecessary war.
Kudos to the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, in a report 
alleging that the Bush administration 
misrepresented the threat from illicit 
weapons in Iraq. The Federal 
government allocated $600 million for 
searching for these so-called weapons of 
mass destruction. Kudos also to Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA) for his 
recent speech accusing the Bush 
administration of lying about the reasons 
for attacking Iraq, and said “the war has 
not made American safer.” However, I 
find it incomprehensible that Sen. 
Kennedy is supporting Sen. John Kerry’s 
(D-MA) wannabe candidacy for the 
presidency in 2004. Sen. Kerry voted for 
the Iraq war resolution. Sen. Kennedy 
did not. Is Sen. Kennedy contradicting 
himself?
Kudos also to former Treasury Chief 
Paul O’Neill who said, “I’m an old guy 
and I’m rich. And there’s nothing they 
can do to hurt me. I never saw anything 
that I would characterize as evidence of 
weapons of mass destruction.” However, 
why has Mr. O’Neill after being fired by 
President Bush via Vice President Dick 
Cheney said that he will vote for 
President ‘43’s reelection in November? 
Perhaps some of the young Providence 
College Republicans would choose to 
respond on the war in Iraq.
By the way, over 9,000 American 
military personnel have been evacuated 
from Iraq for wounds and other 
sicknesses since the war began last 
March. The Veterans Administration will 
need additional funds to compensate and 
give them extended care in the future. 
Say a few prayers for the Iraq war 
veterans on both sides.
I believe that President Bush’s 
proposal to go to the moon and on to 
Mars is ‘pie in the sky.’ There are just 
too many problems here on Earth.
Peace, watch your back, as terrorism 
is still with us. Support our military and 
God bless America.
Russell P. Demoe ’73
The Cowl
Arts and
He said, she said
A&E’s movie reviewers go head to head on the merits of the romantic 
comedy Win a Date with Tad Hamilton—with surprising results
DREAMWORKS DREAMWORKS
Chick flicks are just for chicks, right?: Not when guys can relate to hunky 
Tad (Duhamel) and goofy Pete (Grace) in their competition for Rosalee 
(Bosworth, above).
Girls just wanna have... fresh entertainment: Rosalee and standard best 
friend Cathy (Goodwin) don’t add anything to the parade of romantic teen 
comedy starlets (above).
father, is hilarious. The filmmakers 
could have chosen to make Tad your ste­
reotypical Hollywood bad-boy whose 
only goal was to sleep with Rosalie and 
move on. Thankfully, however, that’s 
not the case. Duhamel plays Tad as a 
decent guy who has genuine feelings for 
Rosalie, making him not only damn cool, 
but also likable.
Kate Bosworth also does a great job 
playing Rosalee. Now if you’ve seen 
any movies like this one, you know what 
kind of girl Rosalee is. She’s your typi­
cal virginal, wide-eyed. Southern beauty 
who sees only the best in everyone she 
meets. Granted, there’s not too much any 
actress could do with a role like this one, 
but Bosworth is just so charming you 
really don’t care. When Rosalee meets 
Tad for the first time, she’s all tongue- 
tied and nervous, tripping over her words 
and eventually getting sick in the back 
of Tad’s luxurious limousine. Again, all 
of this sounds standard, and for the most 
part it is, but Bosworth is just so unbe­
lievably cute you can’t help but love her.
Even Topher Grace as Pete does a 
great job with his cliched role as the un­
derdog trying to win his dreamgirl’s 
heart. Pete’s a wisecracking grocery­
store manager who does all that he can 
to match up with Tad. He’s just like any 
other lovable loser in any other teen ro­
mantic comedy, but for some reason, you 
find yourself rooting for him anyway. 
And watch for the farm sequence in 
which Pete tries to prove that he’s just 
as manly as Tad. It might be my favor­
ite five minutes of the movie.
Director Robert Luketic (he also di­
rected the equally entertaining Legally 
Blonde) moves the action along briskly. 
Every set-piece is staged perfectly, and 
no joke drags out too long. Speaking of 
jokes, screenwriter Victor Levin laces the 
movie with a number of hilarious one- 
liners, the majority of which are deliv­
ered perfectly by Topher Grace.
So there it is. As much as it I hate to 
admit it, I loved Win a Date with Tad  
Hamilton! I know it’s a chick-flick, but  
I’m telling you, give it a shot and I know  
you’ll like it. Plain and simple, it’s hys-  
terical. As for me, I’m now looking for- 
ward to checking out yet another roman-  
tic comedy. 50 First Dates, here I come. 
GRADE: A
by Stepahnie Smith ‘06
Asst. A&E Editor
OK, so I just went to see Win a Date 
with Tad Hamilton. It had all the fixings 
of a perfect chick flick. There was a juicy 
love triangle involving the unbelievably 
gorgeous girl next 
SHE door (Kate Bos- 
SAID worth), the token 
best friend (Topher 
Grace), and the guy who would be a 
good husband (Josh Duhamel). And, of 
course, lines and lines of dialogue from 
the dreamy Tad Hamilton to make you 
swoon. He is hot, ladies. And to cure our 
desire for the dependable good guy, 
there’s Pete. Ah, yes, it seems like 
everything is falling into place for a 
really, really... .disappointing, 
predictable, and completely implausible 
B film.
Our story opens and we are 
introduced to a small town in West 
Virginia where Rosalee (Bosworth) and 
her best friend, Cathy (Ginnifer 
Goodwin), work at a Piggly Wiggly 
supermarket with their manager/best 
friend Pete (Grace). Rosalee enters the 
“Win a Date with Tad Hamilton” contest 
and wins. They go on the publicity date, 
but then a few days later Tad shows up 
in good old West Virginia and actually 
falls in love with Rosalee. The only 
problem is that Pete is in love with 
Rosalee, too—he has always just been 
too shy to tell her. Tensions thicken as 
Pete grows jealous and the plot continues 
along the lines of every other love 
triangle movie.
Kate Bosworth plays Rosalee Futch, 
the homegrown country bumpkin who 
is completely innocent and naive about 
the real world. When asked what she 
thinks Tad Hamilton is doing at that exact 
moment she answers, “he’s at church!” 
Sure, Rosalee, he’s not cruising around 
town with the top down with some 
random chick that’s five ten and has yet 
to tell him her name, because hell, it 
doesn’t matter. No, he’s praying. Despite 
having a difficult script that makes her 
portray a very unrealistic and almost 
ditzy character, Bosworth does pull it off 
seamlessly. Throughout the movie’s 
entirety, I believed that she was actually 
from West Virginia. Actually, her 
character is a salute to good girls 
everywhere; Tad actually picks her over 
his Hollywood broads. Wait, come to 
think of it, that’s unrealistic, too. Oh well. 
Topher Grace, whom we know as 
Eric from That 70's Show, is adorable as 
Pete, but again, his character is 
contrived. He pines over his best friend 
for his entire life, and then creates the 
sweetest but obviously most carefully 
scripted speech ever about how she has 
six different smiles. I want to grimace 
but I have to admit, I sighed 
sentimentally. Grace masters the sad, 
dejected looks that every underdog guy 
in a romantic comedy must do, and 
embodies the geeky but cute guy 
perfectly. He gives the impression that 
he truly loves Rosalee. Moreover, his 
comic timing is perfect. The script has 
its hilarious moments, for sure, but Grace 
is able make “uh, yeah” sound funny 
with his dry sarcasm. The same smart 
humor that he throws at us during That 
70’s Show is present in Win a Date. He 
does well with what the script allowed 
him, which, unfortunately, wasn’t much.
Josh Duhamel, of All My Children 
fame, plays Tad Hamilton. He’s very 
attractive, which is really the only thing 
required for the part, but he also stays 
true to the character. Never does he act 
truly good, even when it is his only goal 
to have Rosalee’s “goodness” rub off on 
him. He is always a little sleazy, which I 
have to admit is actually believable. You 
can take the hunk out of Hollywood, but 
you can’t take the Hollywood out of the 
hunk. Anyway, all Duhamel has to do is 
play a studly actor, and since that is 
exactly what he actually is, it’s 
comforting to know that he can do it.
Robert Luketic’s direction is 
mediocre. The last scene, in which the 
whole love triangle comes to a head, is 
shot in the rain: pouring, soaking, flood­
inducing rain that is about as 
melodramatic as you can get. Even 
music videos use that cliche to create 
drama. Luketic also directed Legally 
Blonde, which is girly and feel-good in 
about the same way. The setting is also 
a bit contrived. Everywhere set in 
Hollywood is decorated in ultra-modem, 
black and white, square furniture. That’s
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by Pat Egan ‘05
A&E Staff
Romantic comedies are not my thing. 
I don’t like them, and I’m not just say­
ing that to uphold my oh-so-manly im­
age. The way I look at it, they all follow
pretty much the 
same old formula: 
boy meets girl, boy 
loses girl, boy wins
girl back. And sure, I admit, every now 
and then I see one of these movies that I 
actually like (Two Weeks Notice any­
one?), but for the most part, I can’t stand 
them. Win a Date with Tad Hamilton! 
has changed all that. Yes, it may indeed 
seem like any other teen romantic com­
edy, but for some reason, I loved it. It’s 
definitely a little bit on the corny side, 
but still a whole lot of fun to watch.
The plot is pretty straight forward. 
Rosalee (Kate Bosworth), a smalltown 
grocery-store clerk, enters an online con­
test to, you guessed it, win a date with 
Hollywood star Tad Hamilton (Josh 
Duhamel). Think Ashton Kutcher (sans 
trucker hat) and you know what kind of 
guy Tad is. Anyway, all goes well on 
the date, and Tad is so smitten with 
Rosalee, he packs up and follows her 
back to her West Virginia town. The 
smalltown folk are all thrilled with Tad’s 
arrival, all except Pete (Topher Grace), 
Rosalee’s lifelong friend who is secretly 
in love with her. Naturally, Pete sets out 
to win Rosalee for himself.
Let me say right off the bat, Tad is 
one of the coolest guys ever. This is the 
kind of guy that guys want to be, and 
girls just fall all over. He’s got the 
clothes, the cars, and the women. Kind 
of like me, minus the clothes, cars, and 
women. As played by newcomer 
Duhamel, Tad doesn’t come across as 
arrogant. He’s a nice enough guy, and 
when he arrives in West Virginia, the 
results are almost always hysterical. Tad 
doesn’t stay in any fancy five-star hotel 
down there. Instead, he’s stuck in a 
seedy motel run by a creepy looking 
manager constantly offering to give him 
a massage (the manager’s a guy, by the 
way). I admit, the whole fish-out-of­
water plot seems pretty generic, but 
watching Tad interact with the locals, es­
pecially Rosalee’s wannabe Hollywood
HE
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Pirates of the Caribbean: The 
Curse of the Black Pearl 
Directed by Gore Verbinski
by Stephanie Smith‘06 
Asst. A&E Editor
I am a huge Disney World fan, and 
when I learned that Disney was going 
to create a movie based on the Pirates 
ride. I was nervous. If it had turned 
out to be bad, then I would have been 
devastated. Rest assured, because the 
movie is great. The acting is very 
believable, the characters are unique, 
and the plot keeps your attention 
throughout out all 143 minutes. And 
it’s surprisingly uncontrived, too. I 
mean. Johnny Depp wears black 
eyeliner and pulls it off. Pirates of 
the Caribbean is a good time, and as 
equally entertaining as the swash­
buckling, animatronic boat ride. 
Well, almost.
U2 The Best of 1980-1990
Polygram Records
During finals last semester. I dug out 
the old U2 classics to sooth my 
aching mind. I had forgotten how 
great they are. Tunes like With or 
Without You, / Still Haven't Found 
Wlutt I’m Looking For. and Where 
rhe Streets Have No Name should be 
a part of everyone’s music collection. 
U2’s The Best of 1980-1990 is a 
staple. Everyone knows these songs 
and you can listen to them anytime: 
while getting ready in the morning, 
studying or just hanging out. U2 is 
just that versatile.
By Mike Stanton
When I awoke on Christmas 
morning, a copy of this best-selling 
biography of Buddy Cianci was 
lay ing under my tree. Prince of 
Providence, which is nonfiction but 
reads like a novel, is a great book for 
Providence College,students—it s 
like reading about your own 
backyard. When I read about how 
Buddy and his cronies hit up 
Andino’s for dinner, I had to smile 
because I had been there the week 
before. It is also fun to learn about 
the history of Providence, our home 
away from home. And besides, out 
of gratification. I just had to read the 
biography of the man responsible for 
the construction of Providence Place.
by Anna Kukowski ’06
A&E Staff
This past semester in Providence-area 
theater was pretty ambitious—to say the 
least. On one end you had the Tony 
award winners RENT and Proof, which 
in themselves have 
2003 phenomenal blit
Yeas in challenging scripts
Review and themes. On the
other end, you had 
the opportunity to see fresh, new plays 
at the Perishable Theater’s annual 
Women’s Playwriting Festival— 
something so distinct to the Providence 
arts culture. Mixed in between were a 
bit of the classic: The Crucible, Eugene 
O’Neil’s venerated A Moon for the 
Misbegotten, our own Blackfriar’s 
showing of Shakespeare’s Much Ado 
About Nothing, and a few others.
So how did these Providence 
productions fare against their bold 
lineup? Not too wonderfully, I’m afraid. 
So I’m just going to throw out a few 
suggestions here—things I couldn’t help 
but notice during last semester’s 
productions. Hopefully 2004 will prove 
to be a little better.
My first suggestion to the coming 
productions is—quite simply—to pay 
attention to the small details. Many 
Providence productions made a good 
effort—these were enjoyable, for the 
most part. At the end of the night, 
though, is a “good effort” really enough 
of a trade-off for the $35+ spent on your 
seat? Those muddled aspects of a 
relatively decent production are what 
keep it from greatness—directors and 
actors alike must remember that no detail 
is small or inconsequential. Yes, that one 
line an actor confuses, and that one 
transition step a chorus dancer misses 
makes a big difference.
The two biggest venues in 
Providence, Trinity Repertory Theater 
and the Providence Performing Arts 
Center, housed shows that lacked these 
finishing touches that are so important— 
especially for professional theater. 
Though characters such as Angel, 
Maureen, and Joanne went above and 
beyond what I expected, Mimi’s 
occasional flat notes and forced 
choreography in “Out Tonight” dragged 
the production down a couple of notches 
in my book. While Josie and her father 
Phil kept fairly consistent Irish accents 
in A Moon for the Misbegotten, they were 
by no means strong—which means, 
ultimately, they weren't all that 
convincing. The bottom line is that the 
finished product, on a whole, just didn’t 
cut it. Minor problems can’t just be 
glazed over or ignored. Directors, pay 
attention to even what may seem to be 
the smallest of problems. Don’t let an 
easy fix slip by, because a bunch of small 
problems results in some of the biggest 
distractions.
Judging from the last few 
productions, I came to the conclusion 
that more is not always better. 
Blackfriar’s modern rendition of Much 
Ado About Nothing resulted in a “love it 
or hate it” attitude among audiences. It’s 
quite a risk to portray aspects of a classic 
production in unexpected ways. But 
such a wide array of reactions to director 
Mary Farrell’s bold adaptation proves 
that such risky interpretations aren’t 
necessarily the key to widespread 
success. Make it your own, but avoid 
extremes on either endif you hope to gain 
wholehearted support.
Finally, directors, work with what 
you have—even if what you have isn’t 
exactly that for which you had originally 
hoped. Though it seems like an obvious
Providence Performing Arts Center (pictured above), the home of Rent and 
$35 seats, is synonymous with the culture of theater in the “Renaissance 
City.” But, as Anna Kukowski writes, there’s always 
more room for improvement.
no-no, questionable casting choices 
often dragged down the overall caliber 
of local performances. This definitely 
shouldn’t happen so blatantly. 
Remember Proof! The female lead 
character overacted, employing 
overemphasized words and grandiose 
actions. The final result on her part was 
so forced, and so unprofessional (too 
bad, cause the other characters were 
amazing). While these casting choices 
can be difficult—and sometimes you 
need to go for the gamble—such a sad 
showing of the lead role of one of the 
biggest billed plays in Providence this 
year says something. Difficult chioces 
became apparent once the productions 
were staged, resulting in strained effects 
on the stage and with the audience. 
These theaters are professional—work 
with what you have, because the final 
result needs to be professional as well.
Amidst 2003’s shaky theater, one 
PICK UP YOUR PRE-ORDERED 
PARENTS’ WEEKEND TICKETS 
Bring your PC ID card with you to the...
COLLEGE EVENTS OFFICE 
HARKINS HALL 
ROOM 203
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
THROUGH 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
9:00 AM TO 12:00 NOON
AND
1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
all tickets must be picked up by
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4.
production shined. Props to the Sandra 
Feinstein Gamm Theater’s production of 
The Crucible, the first and by far the best 
show of the past semester. I’m not going 
to lie—this was the play I was dreading 
the most but ended up liking the best. 
Its intricate plot and its tricky emotions 
were conveyed beautifully to the 
enthralled audience. Simple. Clear-cut. 
Deeply emotional. No fancy footwork 
when it wasn’t needed. Every last aspect 
of the production—script, costumes, 
stage balance, diction—was tightly 
roped down and perfected, showcasing 
the actors’ ease, elegance, and talent.
Providence is a hotbed of artistic 
talent. The degree of talent was not 
usually at issue last year (though there 
are always exceptions). It was in those 
aspects of production left undeveloped 
or ignored, and also in those overdone 
and overstated, where theater in 
Providence found its weak spots in 2003.
Local theater, listen up—our reviewer has 
some seat-side suggestions for improvement
PPAC.ORG
January 22,2004 Arts & Entertainment The Cowl 11
Solos, supergroups, and strumpets
From Jessica’s miseducation to the infamous kiss that shocked the 
world, 2003 made us stop, look, and shake it like a Polaroid picture
MTV.COM
Chicken of the Sea, 
“virgins” on the stage, and 
DJs spinning Speakerboxx: 
The world of music sur­
prised us in 2003, from 
Jessica’s “chicken or tuna” 
dilemma (above), the three- 
way between Britney, 
Madonna, and Christina 
(right), and the breakout 
success of Outkast’s double 
album Speakerboxx/The 
Love Below (below right).
the Seattiemusic Group), the 
DMB frontman still managed to 
find a style that seemed all his 
own, while never straying too 
far from his songwriting 
formula.
But the biggest solo offering 
of the year (as well as one of its 
hottest sellers) was at the 
forefront of modern hip hop. 
Andre 3000 and Big Boi of 
Outkast split up to release joint 
solo albums in the fall of 2003. 
While Andre’s The Love Below 
somehow straddled the 
collective axes of jazz, rap, 
rock, and (once or twice) pure 
insanity, Big Boi’s Speaker- 
boxxx stuck to a more 
conventional formula, keeping 
the beats clean and the hooks 
catchy.
Guns n’ Stone Temple Black 
Roses Against the Machine­
garden: The Ultimate Super­
group
In 2003, modern rock 
became mired with rumors of 
mixing and matching when 
many established band lineups 
collapsed and reformed with the 
hope of creating the ultimate 
“Supergroup.”
Perhaps the most popular of 
these was Audioslave, whose 
self-titled debut was met with a 
great deal of critical and
commercial success. Helmed by 
ex-Soundgarden frontman 
Chris Cornell and anchored by 
Rage Against the Machine’s 
instrumental backbone, Audio­
slave’s fusion of shrill rock 
vocals and riff-heavy guitar 
work actually fared pretty well 
in 2003.
While a bloated Axl Rose 
was wheezing across the stage 
at 2003’s MTV Movie Awards, 
ex-Guns n’ Roses members 
Slash, Duff McKagan, and Matt 
Sorum were auditioning new 
vocalists, ultimately settling on 
drug-addled Stone Temple 
Pilots frontman, Scott Weiland. 
Adopting the name Velvet 
Revolver, the supergroup cut 
the track “Set Me Free” for the 
2003 Hulk soundtrack, and 
should have some more 
material out this year.
And not to be confused with 
the previous GnR/STP 
amalgamation, Izzy Stradlin is 
rumored to be rehearsing with 
STP’s Robert and Dean 
DeLeo—who have recruited 
Black Crowes singer Chris 
Robinson to lend his sneering 
vocals to the project. The whole 
situation has grown so absurd 
that I wouldn’t be surprised if 
they hire Stevie Wonder to work 
the keys, and resurrect Bruce 
Dickinson to lay down some
nasty cowbell. Now that would 
be a supergroup.
The Emergence of America’s 
Pop-Tart Trinity: Britney, 
Christina, and Jessica
Indeed, 2003 was a pretty 
good year for pop’s three 
reigning princesses. Britney 
Spears got to slip Madonna the 
tongue, Christina Aguilera 
discovered the wonders of the 
push-up bra, and Jessica 
Simpson showed us what it 
means to truly be domestically 
challenged on her new reality 
TV show.
In the Zone, Britney’s latest 
testament to grade-school 
eroticism, fared well on the 
charts last year. Even though 
it’s been hard to take her 
“erogenous” offering seriously 
(and lately it seems like she 
may be losing her mind), 
Spears always seemed to be 
making headlines in 2003— 
good or bad, she never dropped 
off the radar. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that she’ll pull a few 
more ludicrous stunts in 2004, 
even though it feels like the 
standard Mariah Carey freak-out 
may be coming on.
Surprisingly, Miss Aguilera 
wasn’t overly obnoxious this 
year. With her “Dirrty” days left 
behind at the close of 2002, she 
released some half-decent 
singles last year, and even 
showed some development as an 
artist with her more pensive self­
written tracks. And she’s got that 
damn voice. Here’s hoping that 
Christina continues maturing in 
2004, and fires whoever it is that 
dresses her in the morning.
And then there’s Jessica 
Simpson, whose new MTV 
series Newlyweds probably 
eclipses any remnants of her 
musical career (ditto for 
husband, Nick Lachey, formerly 
of 98 Degrees). Although her 
third album, /n This Skin, 
initially seemed cast aside as 
typical junior-prom dance crap, 
Simpson’s celebrity sky­
rocketed with the premiere of 
her sitcom. By milking the 
success of Newlyweds, the 
blonde goddess should be able 
to squeeze out some moderate 
sales for her latest album in 
2004. By the looks of her latest 
Newlyweds-based video, she's 
got the right idea.
And so, as yet another year 
draws to a close, there’s nothing 
left to do but reflect on those 
moments that made us laugh 
(Andre 3000'’s little finger­
twiddling dance moves), cry 
(the lingering demise of modern 
rock giants), and stare at the TV 
screen, slack-jawed with 
bewilderment (It’s freaking 
tuna!!).
Anyway, here’s hoping that 
2004 has some more good stuff 
in store for us. It’ll be interesting 
to see which artist will be the 
next to jump on the solo- 
superstar bandwagon—a Noel 
Gallagher solo disc might be 
pretty cool. We can probably 
expect some more band lineup 
shuffling as the quest for the 
ultimate Supergroup continues 
through collaboration after 
collaboration.
And of course, the pop 
princesses of press will surely be 
making some new waves in 
2004. I’m hoping that through 
some marvel of science we can 
combine the three into one all- 
purpose moneymaker. Just think 
about it-—Britney’s looks, 
Christina’s voice, and Jessica’s 
spaceshot demeanor. It would be 
madness! Pure entertainment. 
Personally, I think I might be on 
to something here, but only time 
will tell...
Can t get enough Matt Hess?
Check out TheCowl.com for more of Matt’s takes on the best and worst music trends of 2003. 
Can’t stand G-Unit?
Check out TheCowl.com for a frank discussion of “Stunt 101” as the first sign of the Apocalypse. 
Can’t stand being done with A&E after Thursday night?
Check OUt TheCowl.com.
by Matt Hess ’05 
A&E Staff
It’s hard to imagine all the 
assorted madness that you can 
cram into 365 days, but alas, 
2003 proved to be a year filled 









and moments of brilliance.
Alright, so maybe 2003 
wasn’t that exciting, but there 
was still some pretty cool stuff 
to be seen and heard as the year 
progressed. Perhaps the biggest 
surprise came from 2003’s 
album sales: 50 Cent, the bullet- 
riddled newcomer to Planet 
Hip-Hop, ascended from the 
alley to “da club” to score the 
highest sales of the year, 
moving 6.5 million copies of his 
major label debut, Get Rich or 
Die Trying.
But while 50 may have been 
2003’s Cinderella story, there 
were plenty of other twists and 
turns that marked the landscape 
of the year. Andre 3000 showed 
the nation how to shake it like a 
Polaroid picture with one of the 
year’s strangest singles, while 
Audioslave triggered a frenzy of 
lineup changes within some of 
modern rock’s biggest groups, 
and Jessica Simpson mystified 
us all with her tuna comments.
While last year might not 
have brought us everything we 
hoped for, there was still plenty 
to keep us on our toes. And 
honestly, what year would be 
complete without a scandalous 
Michael Jackson indictment? 
Ah yes, now we’re ready for 
2004...
Cutting Strings: 2003’s 
Successful Solos
In 2003, we witnessed the 
emergence of some extremely 
successful solo albums, as many 
established artists struck out on 
their own and attempted to 
break into new sonic territory.
Destiny’s Child member 
Beyonce Knowles was truly an 
independent woman this year, 
releasing her first solo disc, 
Dangerously in Love. The 
blaring horn sample of her first 
single, “Crazy in Love,” 
dominated the summer’s 
airwaves, and her video for 
“Baby Boy” conveyed the 
diva’s newfound sense of 
sexuality; I don’t think anyone 
even realized Sean Paul was in 
the video.
Dave Matthews also churn­
ed out a solo debut this year, the 
surprisingly original Some 
Devil. Enlisting a dream-team 
of collaborators (including Trey 
Anastasio, Tim Reynolds, and
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The importance of seeing Pinsky
The closing of Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel and what it means to 
local music, local audiences, and Camp Anawanna
SADDLE CREEK
dumped by a girl on a dock in a Dawson’s 
Creek tearjerker did I truly get over 
myself.) In the end, I understood that 
the show must go on, regardless of what 
the stage looks like or what it says the 
marquee outside. After all, if Rich Lupo 
can pack up his memories and move on, 
why can’t I?
It was with that stoic outlook that last 
Tuesday I embarked with a few friends 
to The Century Lounge, a charming little 
nightclub on Elbow Street doing its level 
best to help fill the booking vacuum 
created by the departure of Lupo’s and 
the Met. Headlining that night were 
indie rock sweethearts Rilo Kiley, an 
excellent band whose 2002 album, The 
Execution of All Things, got an awful lot 
of positive ink and didn’t leave my CD 
changer for longer than a month after I 
bought it.
But honestly, my companions and I 
were only kind of there to hear Rilo Kiley 
play. The main reason we were there 
was to get a close, personal glimpse of 
Blake Sennett.
Who’s Blake Sennett, you ask? Well, 
now, he writes songs and plays guitar in 
Rilo Kiley. But back in the day, when 
he went by the name of Blake Soper, he 
was best known as Ronald Foster 
“Ronnie” Pinsky, one of the loveable 
young troublemakers who spent their 
summers at Camp Anawanna on the 
Nickelodeon program Salute Your 
Shorts.
(This might sound ridiculous to you, 
but you have to understand something: 
my friends and I lived for Salute Your 
Shorts. The antics of Bobby Budnick— 
played by Danny Cooksey, who has 
since become the lead singer for the 
absolutely terrible metal band Bad 4 
Good—along with the trials and 
tribulations of head counselor Kevin 
“Ug” Lee, the booming voice of the 
mysterious Dr. Kahn, and yes, the zany 
schemes of the impish Pinsky; these 
were linchpins of our youth. So seeing 
Pinsky in person was something like the 
completion of a childhood fantasy for us; 
for those brief moments, we were once 
again holding Camp Anawanna in our 
hearts. It was awesome.)
So we sat there transfixed, our eyes 
dancing as we watched Sennett and 
bandmate Jenny Lewis play a great 
acoustic set, sprinkling new material in 
with Execution of All Things highlights. 
Watching Sennett strum and sing and 
satisfy an enthusiastic crowd broke down 
that proverbial fourth wall that art places 
between performer and audience; he was 
less “the talent” than he was “that kid
Leaving the history behind: 
Left: Blake Sennett has moved 
on from his days as a child star 
on the T.V. show Salute Your 
Shorts and become a guitarist 
in the indie rock band Rilo 
Kiley. Above: The closing of 
Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel and 
the Met Cafe have left a void 
in the Providence music scene, 
despite club owner Rich Lupo’s 
intention to continue booking 
shows at the popular nightclub 
The Strand.
you grew up with,” and I smiled like I 
would if I was watching a dear old friend 
all grown up. It was warm, it was fun, 
and it was memorable, particularly when 
Sennett told a 19 year-old girl who 
requested a favorite tune written over 
five years ago that they “couldn’t play 
that song for the same reason [she] 
couldn’t re-write that report on 
volcanoes [she] did in science class when 
[she was] 14.” Without a doubt the best 
response to an unattractive fan request 
I’ve ever heard.
When I thought about the show the 
next day, the first thing I remembered 
was Sennett’s response to the girl’s 
request, and instantly I found myself 
smiling. And the more I thought about 
the show, the more I realized that the 
experience of seeing Pinsky didn’t just 
allow me to achieve a childhood goal; it 
helped me finally get over the demise of 
Lupo’s and the Met Cafe. They were 
great clubs that played host to a lot of 
great bands, and they’ll be sorely missed. 
But seeing a show at the Century Lounge 
was pretty cool too. The history wasn’t 
there, but sometimes it’s best to leave 
history in the past and focus on the 
future. Rich Lupo did it. So did Blake 
Sennett. Now it’s time for me to start 
doing the same.
INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE 
MONDAY, FEB. 9, 1 P.M. - 3 P.M.
TUESDAY, FEB. 10, 1 P.M. - 3 P.M.
THE OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE
110 ST. JOSEPH HALL EXT. 2392
BE ALL THAT YOU CAN
Call for Entries
♦ Maximum 10 minutes, written or directed by a 
PC student or alumnus.
♦ Documentary and narrative genres may be 
submitted.
♦ Deadline for submission is April 1, 2004.
♦ Screening on April 28, 2004 at 8PM in Moore 
Hall III.
♦ Outstanding video of the festival will be awarded 
recognition.
Questions? Contact John Garrity x2219
Videos in VHS or DVD format should be sub­
mitted to:
Rev. Ken Gumbert, O.P.
Department of Theatre Dance & Film
by Dan Devine ‘04 
Asst. A&E Editor
I don’t consider myself a particularly 
territorial person. I don’t get antsy if 
people ask to borrow my stuff. I don’t 
get upset if someone bumps into me in a 
crowded bar. It doesn’t even faze me if
I think some dude’s 
hitting on my 
girlfriend (so long as 
the dude’s ugly or
LOCAL
MUSIC
clearly lame). I’ve never really focused 
on identifying with things on that level, 
defining them as “mine.”
So it was somewhat out of character 
when I found myself furious and 
depressed at the news that Rich Lupo, 
owner and operator of the legendary 
Providence rock club Lupo’s Heartbreak 
Hotel (and its sister spot, the Met Cafe), 
was closing his clubs before the end of 
2003. The reports spoke about long- 
running legal disputes, relocation 
agreements, conversion of the club space 
into apartments, Lupo’s intention to 
continue booking shows at the 
Washington Street nightclub The Strand, 
and a host of other issues that I couldn’t 
have cared less about. The bottom line 
was Lupo’s and the Met Cafe were gone, 
and that made me so mad I could have 
throttled somebody.
Why did I get so mad? Because about 
three weeks into my first semester at PC, 
I went to Lupo’s to see Sunny Day Real 
Estate and Evan Dando on back-to-back 
nights. I was feeling pretty down at the 
time, for all the standard reasons: being 
away from home, living in a new place 
where I didn’t think I could relate to 
anyone, not really clicking with my 
roommates yet, etc. Looking back, I 
remember that neither show was great 
(in fact, the Sunny Day show was 
downright lousy), and that I spent about 
as much money on cabs, tickets, and 
drinks at those two shows as I did on 
that semester’s Intro to Lit books. But 
standing there in front of that stage, 
surrounded by the rabid randoms that so 
frequently populated Lupo’s audiences, 
I remember feeling for the first time like 
Providence could become my home. 
The second I set foot into Lupo’s, I 
became a part of this city, and this city 
became a part of me.
So much for not being territorial.
After the initial anger and sadness 
passed, I reasoned my way through the 
leftover indignation, telling myself that 
the physical is irrelevant, that it’s the 
memories of Lupo’s that are important, 
and so on. (Only when I realized that I 
was acting like a guy who just got
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Frank and Teressa’s Anchor Bar and 
Restaurant
1047 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 
(716) 886-8920 
www.anchorbar.com
So you think you’ve had a chicken 
wing. Most likely, though, you haven’t 
been to the Anchor Bar—the Buffalo, 
NY original home of the wing (note: if 
you do find yourself there, don’t call it a 
Buffalo wing). The story of the wing 
goes something like this: on a Friday 
night in 1964, the wife of the Anchor 
Bar’s owner fried up some chicken 
wings that were otherwise headed for 
stock soup for her son’s friends’ late- 
night munchies. She flavored them with 
Anchor Bar’s now-famous secret hot 
sauce, and a new food was born. 
Obviously, the wing caught on, but is the 
original still the best? Any Buffalonian 
would say yes, and that claim is certainly 
hard to dispute.
Atmosphere: The smell of frying 
wings greets you in the parking lot of 
the Anchor Bar—in the drool-inducing, 
tempting way, not in the bad, greasy, 
smell-fast-food-a-block-before-you-see- 
it way. Once you walk in, the inside of 
the restaurant has as much character as 
its famous dish. License plates from all 
over America line the entry way (though 
I couldn’t find one from Rhode Island), 
and the dining room walls are covered 
with rave reviews and signed photos of 
celebrity wing fans (as shown at right in 
photo). There is a full bar area, but the 
rest of the restaurant belies its name, 
feeling more like a family-run, casual 
restaurant than a bar with food.
Also of note is Anchor Bar’s jazz, 
which is second only to its wings. On
She said: Tad tanked
continued from Page 9
not realistic; we all know from Cribs that 
some celebrities have country-western 
style ranches! On the opposite end, 
everything in West Virginia looks like it 
is from the Christmas Tree Shop—cheap 
and overly kitchy. The cliches never 
cease and it becomes not only tiring but 
distracting.
Win a Date with Tad Hamilton is 
exactly what it appears to be, and 
whether or not you like it depends on 
how you feel about this type of movie. 
It’s a step above the average chick flick, 
but perhaps only because it was well-cast
Friday and Saturday nights, a live jazz 
band plays,and famous guests have been 
featured there. The most famous guest 
is a regular, however—Dodo Green. The 
octogenarian sings with the Jimmy 
Gomes Jazz Band, and she regularly has 
more fun with a feather boa than you 
ever have. She’s wild and spunky, and 
she fits in perfectly with the spirit of the 
Anchor Bar.
Selection: I’ve heard a rumor that 
Anchor Bar offers dishes other than 
wings, but I’ve never seen this so-called 
food. Wings themselves come in mild, 
medium, hot, spicy barbecue, and (take 
a deep breath here) suicidal—which 
comes with an “if you dare” disclaimer 
on the menu. Other dishes do include 
pizza, sandwiches, traditional Italian 
meals, and seafood. But really, the wing 
selection is wide enough for most, 
especially those who are just visiting.
and the actors are playing versions of 
themselves, as if they were archetypes. 
If you won’t be offended by static 
characters who never develop, and if 
you’re okay with knowing the ending of 
the movie before you reach the theater, 
then by all means, sit back and enjoy the 
jokes (because they, at least, are clever).
Although it doesn’t make the 
cinematography hall of fame, or even 
necessarily break the romantic-teen­
comedy mold, in the end I am a chick 
and I have to admit it’s enjoyable. Like 
a good knock-off purse, it’s fake, but a 
lot of fun.
GRADE: B-
Quality: The wings are full and 
meaty, and there’s no skimping on the 
sauce. They are fried, but they’re crispy 
and golden, not soggy. It’s almost hard 
to find a “bad” one on your platter, and 
there’s always an even number of wing 
types (for example, you’ll get five with 
one bone and five with two bones). 
They’re always served with celery and 
bleu cheese (also a tradition begun at 
Anchor Bar), which is a relief for your 
taste buds when the hot sauce gets a little 
too hot. For those who enjoy foods that 
make your nose run, Anchor Bar’s wings 
are definitely for you.
Service: The waitstaff is friendly and 
helpful, and they add to the open, casual 
atmosphere of the restaurant. The food 




NOW MORE USEFUL 
THAN MILK CRATES! 
www.TheCowl.com
get the impression your wings were just 
microwaved and thrown on a plate— 
everything is hot and fresh upon delivery. 
Speaking of delivery, Anchor Bar’s 
service extends beyond its own dining 
room. At the restaurant’s website, wings 
are available to be shipped overnight to 
anywhere in the US. Shipping is a little 
expensive, but with the Super Bowl 
coming up, you could have the chance 
to experience Anchor Bar wings for 
yourself without having to trek to 
Western New York.
Affordability: For having the 
world’s most famous wings, Anchor Bar 
certainly hasn’t let its popularity go to 
its head. A single order (10 wings) is 
$8.00, a double order (20 wings) is 
$12.00, and a bucket (50 wings) is 
$25.00. Suicidal wings are slightly more 
expensive, at $9.00, $ 13.00, and $27.00, 
respectively. Shipping wings is more 
pricey, with an order of 50 wings costing 
$69.99 (including, however, overnight 
shipping, sauce, celery, and bleu cheese). 
Other menu selections such as 
sandwiches and pasta are fairly 
inexpensive, in the $6.00 to $10.00 
range.
Overall: To sum it up simply, you 
can’t beat the best. It’s a long ride to 
make from Providence just for chicken, 
but once you know what real, original 
wings taste like, you won’t go back to 
the side order at Golden Crust. Oh, and 
if you do go, don’t forget to bring a 




Dancing and Sugar Plums
WHEN: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
TIME: 9:00 p.m.- midnight
WHERE: AT THE FEDERAL RESERVE RESTAURANT, 
DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE
COME SEE A GREAT BAND AND HAVE FUN WITH 
YOUR FAMILY!
Please contact the Office of College Events at ext. 2323 
for information and tickets
Taste of the Town 
with Kelly Mack ’04 
A&E Editor
ANCHORBAR.COM
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Discerning the Priesthood?
Seminary of Our Lady of Providence
485 Mt. Pleasant Avenue 




Bishop Robert Mulvee invites all PC men to attend a 
retreat for those discerning the priesthood on 
Friday and Saturday, February 13-14,2004 at 
the Seminary of Our Lady of Providence
For questions or information call:
Fr. Marcel L. Tailion, PC ‘90 
Vocation Recruiter
Fr. Albert A. Kenney, PC ‘89 
Vocation Director




Weathering the “Burst” of 2004
by Katie Hughes ’06 
Portfolio Staff
A loud piercing alarm interrupts my 
daily hair conditioning. I’m in the shower 
with freshly applied conditioner, and the 
unthinkable happens: the fire 
ESSAY j alarm goes off. (Insert your 
favorite curse word here. 
That’s what I did.) After 
falling down from shock (and from 
slipping on some suds), I regain some 
sort of composure and put a towel on my 
head and a robe around the rest of me. 
My flip-flops squeak and squish as I 
power walk to the lobby. I’m hoping that 
I don’t have to go outside and become a 
human popsicle. Maybe I’ll be able to 
wait in the lobby while the fire alarm 
situation is being sorted out. This has got 
to be a false alarm, I reason.
What’s going on? Why are people 
staggering away from the lobby and 
turning around towards me? That’s when 
I see it. The three inches of water flowing 
from the lobby into our hallway headed 
towards us. Pipes had frozen and burst 
due to the cold temperatures. Scenes 
from “Titanic” flash before my eyes. I 
look down at my ensemble: I’m still in 
my bathrobe. I run back to my room and 
find some clean undergarments and 
(perhaps a life jacket) a dirty, inside-out 
green sweater finds its way over my 
head. Jeans that are so dirty they should 
be able to walk by themselves end up 
around my waist. Conditioner is causing 
the towel on my head to slide off. “I’ll 
never let go!” I readjust, put on a coat, 
grab a blanket and I’m outside before 
you can say, “Iceberg straight ahead!”
God was having a nice little chuckle 
as I stood outside with my hair freezing 
because of the cold, and my fleece 
blanket getting muddy. Another dorm 
became our shelter for 15 minutes or so. 
My neighbors and I (my roommates had 
left for the weekend because our room 
had no heat) headed back over to 
Aquinas to see what was going on. 
Security told us we could either wait 
around in one of the buildings, or we 
could go eat some breakfast. The 
cafeteria was kind enough to accept our 
Banner ID numbers as a form of 
identification, seeing as my PC card was 
in my other pair of dirty jeans.
And as if my humiliation hadn’t been 
satisfactory enough, I entered Ray Cafe, 
wearing dirty jeans, an inside out 
sweater, a coat, a scarf, and a towel on 
my head. I become slightly apathetic,
CAITLIN BROWN ’06/The Cowl
and figured that people would 
understand why I looked so silly (Clearly 
this is not some sort of initiation right or 
hazing ritual).
I get my breakfast of home fries and 
pancakes. I go to the utensil holder. No 
forks. This is what kills me. I have 
journeyed so far for these breakfast 
potatoes and I can’t even get a fork. Is 
there no justice in this cruel, frozen, 
melodramatic world? I could really use 
a cup of coffee at this point. As luck 
would have it, there are no mugs. I 
improvise with a blue tumbler and begin 
to appreciate the insulating qualities of 
ceramic mugs. Glancing around I notice
some girls with blankets around them. 
One of them even has a towel on her 
head. A boy in line for waffles has his 
bathrobe on. We all look at each other 
with knowing glances, empathizing with 
the humiliation and drama, which 
occurred at 10:28 that morning. The
cafeteria changes form before my very 
eyes. We are in a refugee camp. We are 
the few, the proud, the survivors of the 
water pipe burst of 2004. Years from now 
people will say: “Where were you during 
‘The Burst’?” And I will hold my head 





by Jennifer Skala ’05 
Portfolio Editor
It was somewhere along Route 157 
that Paul threw the first page of his novel 
out the window. The manuscript was sit­
ting on the passenger seat next to him 
and he had glanced at it ev- 
SHORT ery couple of minutes since 
STORY the beginning of the trip. For 
the past 11 miles, the title 
page just seemed to be glaring back up 
at him. The more he looked down at the 
title, the more he could not stand it. Fi­
nally, he ripped the top page out from 
under the rubber band and let it fly from 
his window.
A year ago, when Paul first moved 
out to Phoenix, he figured it would only 
take him two months to finish up his 
story. He already had a couple hundred 
pages written and he thought the dra­
matic landscape of the desert would in­
spire the climactic and powerful ending 
he had envisioned. California had really 
been his first choice, but his old Buick 
had broken down in Arizona and he fig­
ured the desert would be just as scenic 
as the cliffs of Malibu. Although he had 
never been to California or Arizona, he 
knew any place would be more condu­
cive to his literary genius than Aurora, 
Illinois.
He had grown up around cornfields, 
farmhouses, and his four younger sis­
ters—all of whom had greatly stifled his 
creativity. As soon as he graduated from 
college (a state university close to home 
that saved his parents’ money), he 
headed West. When he had told his par­
ents he would be moving out, they had 
been disappointed. But Paul always 
thought they were more upset that he 
would no longer be able to help his fa­
ther at his auto body shop than they were 
about their only son leaving home. Paul 
had helped his old man out since he was 
nine and he had not gone to college so 
he could repair engines and change oil 
for the rest of his life.
As Paul cruised down 157, he caught 
himself constantly glancing out the rear­
view, as if he expected the first page to 
be following him. He was surprised at 
how easily he threw something he had 
been working so hard on out the win­
dow, but the title really was terrible. It 
didn’t do his novel justice; his writing 
was much stronger and creative than 
what the title conveyed.
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Only halfway there, but still holding strong to faith
SHORT
STORY
by Christine Bagley ’06 
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Sandra brushed away the furious red 
curls from her forehead and tied them 
back in a sloppy ponytail. She stood 
another moment in the front doorway 
holding the frame for sup­
port. Her husband backed 
out of the pebble driveway 
in their burgundy Volvo and 
peeled down the street. The yellow 
moving van followed him out in a hurry.
Sandra had sent Theo to the store for 
a few items to fill the empty fridge. The 
last of the boxes had just been carted 
into their living room. Sandra spun 
around to face a swelling of cardboard 
squares. Where to start? She couldn’t 
even locate the box with a few dishes 
or pans. Paper plates, plastic silverware, 
and a few Rubbermaid containers had 
been at the top of the grocery list she 
had just given to her husband, along 
with some vegetables, fruit, salsa, yo­
gurt, and bread. At least they could have 
a salad or a fruit smoothie. Crumpling 
into a wooden stool at the kitchen’s 
counter, Sandra’s head fell into her arms 
and she let out a sigh.
A new house; it was quaint for their 
first home and in a nice neighborhood. 
Six years ago, she had met Theo at a 
nightclub and they began dating. Last 
summer they tied the knot. And last 
month they decided to move out of the 
condo and into a Cape-style house. 
Where had the time gone? Would they 
survive in the world as adults?
Picking her head up quickly, Sandra 
heard a familiar song from her high 
school years, booming from the portable 
radio lying on a shelf in the next room.
We’ve got to hold on to what we’ve 
got/
‘Cause it doesn’t make a difference if 
we make it or not/
We’ve got each other and that’s a lot 
for love/
We’ll give it a shot.
Ohhhhhh, We ’re halfway there/ 
Ohhhhhh, Livin ’ on a prayer/ 
Take my hand
And we ’ll make it I swear/ 
Ohhhhhh, Livin’ on a prayer.
" ---
The more Sanda listened 
to the words, the more she 
realized the Jersey boys 
wanted her to believe in 
something. She had to 
hold on, even during the 
tough times.
-- -----------------------------------------„
“Bon Jovi! God, where are they these 
days?” thought Sandra. Sitting up, 
Sandra listened to the words. During her 
teased hair/neon-spandex-wearing/big 
earring/Madonna-looking days, she had 
never actually listened to the words of 
the song. What exactly was “livin’ on a 
prayer”?
The more Sanda listened to the words, 
the more she realized the Jersey boys 
wanted her to believe in something. She 
had to hold on, even during the tough 
times. Her love for Theo needed to hold 
more worth than any house or grocery 
list. Smiling at this thought, Sandra 
jumped off her stool. Love—an amaz­
ing feeling, she considered.
Grabbing her purse and keys, Sandra 
bolted out the front door, locked up her 
boxed belongings with a shiny new brass 
key, and hopped into her Honda. Speed­
ing to the grocery store, she made a men- 
tal note of the items she needed. 
Screeching into a parking spot and burst­
ing into the store, Sandra ran into Theo 
as he was exiting. Sandra grabbed him 
by his thick shoulders and kissed him 
tightly.
“I’ll meet you at home, I forgot a few 
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Poetry Corner
Weak Link
I’ll rhyme another couplet and spill some more red wine, 
I drink from floor to ceiling, leaving little else behind. 
Pettily my mind paces around pleasing her pretty will, 
My brain burns in the fire my heart cannot distill.
Though I know I will only see her with you,
I will not try to burn this bridge in two:
This is not Melrose Place-, this is not 90210,
I will clench my teeth, bite my lip, and turn to a different show, 
Perhaps a little late night with Mrs. HBO.
You talk at times when you should listen,
Leave goodbyes with friends, when you should miss them. 
I will deal, and live, and die—without my missus, 
Hoping that you need her more - her thoughts, her kisses.
by Chris Fahey ’05
Portfolio Staff
Got up. Showered, dressed.
Morning Prayer and Mass. Breakfast.
Classes. Lunch. More class.
Homework, dinner, choir.
Studied, worked on English paper. Read. 
Got ready for bed.
Wait, cancel all that. Let me listen again.
JOAN BARKER 04/The Cowl
By grace I arose in the world, in the sun.
I was myself, a woman, I was and I breathed.
I sang as I cleaned my body and covered it warmly.
I, through His love, have access to His house —psalms rose.
I came to the table of the AllHoly, consumed in fire!
After living food, simple food for living.
With classes the chances and choices and changes
I work at what is asked of me, the student, the friend also. 
A meal around a table: we laugh and speak and are silent. 
O-a-ae-e- we sing, tune voices together and sing. Fear is gone. 
We live a story of treasures unseen. What is your story? 
Again I rest and bid goodnight to angels.
Falling asleep in the mystery, praying I grow forward, 
And dreamt we walked together the road to the sea.
10 minutes late.
The train shatters 
Invisible frost barriers 
And cherished notions 
About time’s perceived immobility.
I scowl at the sun and the train
And all reminders of forward motion.
Journal Entry for the First Week 
in Extraordinary Time
by Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff
Still Point




I breathe my scarf
And spit to remove
Acrylic fiber from my tongue. 
Neither saliva nor time freezes 
Before it hits the ground.
Four months remain,
And time melts to indulge Dali.
Frosty runoff sweeps
Pages off the calendar;
But. I long to return to the biting wind.
The taste of my scarf,
And that icy dawn when I realized 
How numb I have become to warmth.
Bon Jovi: Inspiration for newlyweds from an unlikely source
continued from page 15
Dashing up and down the aisles, 
Sandra filled her cart with various gro­
ceries. Just then, a new song began to 
play within the store. Sandra recognized 
the familiar intro with those crazy drums. 
“Livin’ on a Prayer” exploded out of the 
speakers. Sandra stopped mid-push and 
looked up towards the ceiling, as if a sign 
of good luck would tumble from the 
rafters. A new burst of energy shocked 
Sandra’s body and she finished her shop­
ping, paid, packed up the car, and sped 
home.
Theo waited for his wife in the 
kitchen, as she broke through the front 
door, swallowed up in plastic and paper 
bags.
“Ilove Jon Bon Jovi! I love you more, 
Theo!”
“Well I should hope so,” smirked 
Theo.
“I want our first night in the new 
house to be perfect. I’m going to make 
us the nicest dinner. Just help me look 
for my grandmother’s casserole dish,” 
exclaimed Sandra in one breath.
10 minutes later, and 22 boxes torn 
apart, Sandra and Theo found the 
kitchenware contents. Whipping up a 
meatloaf, some mashed potatoes, and 
creamed spinach, Sandra and Theo fi­
nally sat down to eat.
Somehow the paper plates and plas­
tic forks seemed like the finest china. 
While they didn’t speak during the en­
tire meal, their glowing smiles and twin­
kling eyes were worth more than any 
conversation. Never had Sandra or Theo 
tasted such a delicious meal—their first 
meal together in their new home.
EATING DISORDERS AWARENESS WEEK
ALL EVENTS ARE FREE!!!
CHECK OUT NEXT WEEK’S CAMPUS 
CALENDAR FOR ALL THE EVENTS THE FIRST 
WEEK OF FEBRUARY
Conctact Women Will for more information at 
womenw5-ill@studentweb.providence.edu or call 
865-1460
Sponsored by Mental Health Association of RI, Personal 
Counseling Center, Student Health Center, and Women Will
Clip this and hang in your room!
Attention Students
Here is a reminder of what you can recycle on campus! 
Cans and Bottles
(These are recycled in the green totes in the trash rooms)
Aluminum and Tins Cans
Glass Bottles 
Plastic Bottles 
Plastic Milk and Juice Containers 
Mixed Paper
(Every residential building has a green tote in the lobby for paper 
recycling. Please bring any paper material down to the lobby to 
be recycled)
Writing paper (all colors) Newspaper
Envelopes Magazines
Letterhead Manilla Folders
Notebook Paper Copier Paper
Computer paper Fax Paper
*Off-Campus Students:
Please visit www.rirrc.org or call the Recycling Hotline, 
at 865-1881 to learn how to obtain recycling bins.
And so you pushed me down your rocky hill, 
That once I did climb and help you to build. 
Forgotten links have weakened our chain-—It 
Cracked with rust since you left it in the rain.
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Fading freckles and playing with blue marbles
by Megan Bishop ’07 
Portfolio Staff
The temperature in the house 
rose steadily as the fire cracked 
and the conversation grew 
heated. Upstairs, adults stood 
in small circles, 
SHORT  hands adorned with 
STORY  wine glasses and 
beer mugs, their 
faces radiant with contentment. 
Downstairs, the children sat on 
the floor trying to conquer the 
world with the press of a but­
ton.
“Oh, well I certainly dis­
agree with his standpoint on 
education,” said a tall man, sip­
ping his drink. “His ideas have 
no relation to the real world. In 
fact,” he paused placing his 
drink on the handcrafted red­
wood antique table, “it is as if 
he expects things to be paid for 
by Monopoly money.”
The small circle of adults 
erupted in disagreement, each 
person yelling in an attempt to 
prove their own series of seem­
ingly relevant arguments. More 
glasses were placed on the table, 
so more hands could be flown 
into the air.
***
Downstairs the teenagers 
were still; set in a trance by the 
television screen.
“No! Don’t go in there. 
Press B! B! Now A! Come on!” 
one plump boy yelled to his 
freckle-faced friend. The freck­
led boy’s head was tweaked to 
the right, and his tongue crept 
outof the corner of his lips. His
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fingers moved rapidly over the 
video game controller.
As he played, the rest of the 
teenagers remained motionless, 
afraid to let out the slightest of 
breaths.
“Oh man!” they all shouted 
in unison as the television 
played the somber music, sig­
nifying the death of the video 
game hero.
“Let me have a go now,” the 
plump boy spat as he stood up, 
“I’m really good at this game.” 
“But, I just got started. Let 
me have another chance!” the 
freckled boy whined.
The plump boy smirked and 
yanked the control from the 
other boy’s hand. “Sure, but 
when I die, okay?”
***
In a room upstairs, the dis­
cussions of the adults and the 
shouts from the teenagers faded 
into the background. A small 
boy sat quietly on the newly in­
stalled carpet staring at two 
small piles of blue marbles. He 
studied them with intense pa­
tience. Finally, he began mix­
ing them, sorting them, and be­
came engrossed in the simplic­
ity of the color. He lost him­
self in a fog, alone- and bliss­
ful.
***
“Mom...” the freckle-faced 
boy shouted coming up the 
stairs. He stood outside the 
cluster of quarreling adults try­
ing to gain attention. “Mom...” 
But still there was no response. 
“Frankly,” one man shouted 
above the rest, “you are a pomp­
ous idiot.” When the last syl­
lables of his sentence were spo­
ken, a wave of silence washed 
over the adults. They stood 
spellbound by the insult. They 
turned their glances in the direc­
tion of the so-called “pompous 
idiot.” Before a much larger 
fight began, the freckle-faced 
boy spoke again.
“Mom, he won’t let me play 
the video game. It’s no fair, what 
else am I supposed to do?” The 
silence was broken and the faces 
of the adults warmed slightly. 
His mother turned to him and 
spoke softly, “Just go watch 
some television.” And then she 
turned back to the conversation.
The freckle-faced boy turned 
from the adults and walked 
slowly into the room where the 
young child was seated. He 
wondered to himself when it 
was that video games and 
heightened entertainment be­
came the only things that made 
him smile. What happened to 
the world where Santa Claus 
and the Easter Bunny existed? 
He became filled with jealousy 
for the simplistic world of his 
youth that seemed to have been 
lost. He spent his childhood 
waiting to grow up, and sud­
denly he was at its threshold and 
he wanted to be anywhere but 
here.
The adults began to argue 
once again and the screams 
from the teenagers downstairs 
grew louder. The freckle-faced 
boy paused apprehensively 
wondering where he was really 
supposed to be. He backed 
away two steps from the child, 
watching him and his marbles. 
He turned and surveyed the 
adults whose glasses stood half 
full on the table, while their 
tempers and voices rose. He 
turned back around and walked 
towards the child. The freckle­
faced boy sat down Indian style 
next to him and smiled. The 
younger boy did not seem af­
fected, but looked up and stud­
ied his freckled face. He smiled 
back and placed a handful of 
marbles into the older boy’s lap. 
Together they began to sort the 
pile, oblivious to the world 
around them.
Hold onto that card
Secrets to the swipe for semester survival
Novel: Call him Paul Shakespeare
nance in your body. Access to food 
means you need to keep that card close 
by so you can enjoy theme cuisine or the 
latest concoction from the entree section. 
If you lose your card, you are also with­
out Friar Bucks, which can buy you food 
that is slightly different than the creations 
at Ray.
So, in order to eat, act like a 
freshman and punch a hole in 
your card, slap a PC key chain 
through it, and throw it around 
your neck.
If you do lose your card, you might 
go hungry for a few hours or a day, and 
maybe you can bum a few guest passes 
off some friends before you pay $15 for 
a new card. But, all of that seems like a 
lot of unnecessary trouble. So, in order 
to eat, act like a freshman and punch a 
hole in your card, slap a PC key chain 
through it, and throw it around your 
neck.
3.)Entertainment  Access:
Even though the seniors are one step 
out of the door, they are still considered 
college students and are entitled to all 
the college discounts that are available 
to them. Enjoy those discounts on movie 
tickets, plays, concerts, and all other ven­
dors that understand the poverty that 
comes with college life. Freshmen.  
sophomores, and juniors, you should 
also realize that these opportunities are 
out there, so take advantage of them now,  
because one day, it will be too late.
These are just three reasons to moti-  
vate you to keep the PC card close at  
hand for the upcoming months. It is an 
essential tool for life, living, and fun.  
Plus, the entertainment does not end at 
graduation—you can always carry your 
card with you to show your future co-  
workers, friends, and children so they 
can make fun of your bad ID photo.
continued from page 15
He had poured himself into his novel, 
working a lousy graveyard shift at a lo­
cal diner so he would be able to spend 
the whole day writing in his one bed­
room apartment. He lived above an eld­
erly couple’s garage and they weren’t so 
awful—anything was better than Paul’s 
family, who would interrupt him every 
ten minutes once he started writing. Ac­
tually, they bothered him no matter what 
he was doing; writing, folding laundry, 
sleeping... When he got to Arizona, he 
found it strange to be able to write with­
out interruptions.
His first three months in Phoenix, 
Paul did nothing but write and work at 
the diner. He came up with multiple pos­
sible endings, but wasn’t satisfied with 
any of them. The protagonist of the story 
was a guy who had moved away from 
home to find his true calling. Paul had 
his hero find success, fail miserably, and 
fall in love, but no ending really satis­
fied him. The novel should have been 
finished within a matter of months, but 
almost a year later, Paul was still strug­
gling with it.
As he continued down the road, Paul 
thought about the ending he had finally 
“Your online treasure of bedding bargains"
(860) 584-0259
www.piratescovebedding.com     
settled on. He did settle for it—it wasn’t 
like he was completely happy with it, but 
it was the only ending that actually 
seemed realistic. It was almost a cliche; 
the young, ambitious man goes out into 
the world and when things don’t quite 
work out, he just goes home.
So the ending wasn’t great, but Paul 
liked the rest of his work.. .sort of. The 
more time he spent thinking about it, the 
more he disliked his novel. The title 
wasn’t the only poor part of the book— 
the whole thing was pretty lame. He 
laughed and shook his head at the 
thought of actually trying to get this pub­
lished.
“Who am I kidding?” he asked him­
self as he pulled over to the side of the 
highway. He checked the rearview as he 
took the rubber band off of his manu­
script. There were no cars in back of him 
and none in front of him. He slowly 
pulled back into the road as he rolled 
down his window. He held his left hand 
out the window, palm outstretched with 
the pages on top of it. He accelerated 
gradually, as the pages started to fly off 
of the pile. He watched as they formed a 
long, delicate white tail trailing behind 
his car. They danced across the road and 
the desert as Paul headed back towards 
Illinois.
by Jessica Bonvino ’04 
Portfolio Staff
Welcome back for another semester 
at PC! This is the time of year when the 
seniors start creeping out of graduation 
denial and begin to worry about cap and
gowns and postgraduate 
plans. However, even though 
the seniors only have a few 
more months on campus re-
ESSAY
maining, they cannot yet ditch the ever- 
important PC ID card, and neither can 
the underclassmen. All classes should 
stay away from any unnecessary replace­
ment fees as well as any hunger pains 
from the loss of entry to Raymond Cafe. 
So hold on to your PC card till the bitter 
end for these few but important reasons. 
l.)Residence Hall Access:
You do not want to be stuck out in 
the cold, especially with the below freez­
ing temperatures that are currently per­
vading New England. Keep your card 
at hand for an easy swipe into your build­
ing, especially at awkward hours, such 
as 12-9 a.m., when there are not a lot 
of people coming and going into the 
buildings. If you are stranded without 
your card, then you are forced to dial up 
roommates and risk waking them up. Or 
even worse, you might even start dial­
ing random numbers to have a stranger 
let you in. Therefore, swipe yourself in 
for the convenience of others.
Also, You do not want to get stuck 
outside your door with a few bags of gro­
ceries, especially when you’re struggling 
with the bag of milk and eggs. So, in­
stead of waiting for someone to open the 
door for you and risking the possibility 
of runny eggs and milk on your feet, hold 
on to your card so you can make a quick 
run to your fridge without losing your 
food (and money).
2.)Food Access:
You like to eat? Even though it is Ray 
food, you still need some kind of suste-
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What are you doing to 
stay warm this winter?
“Working up a sweat by beating my 
friends in ping pong.” 
AJ Politelli ’07
“Hanging out with our friends Jack and Jose.” 
Travis Klipera ’07 Chris Corado ’07 
Paul Scorza ’07
“Using the textbooks we couldn’t sell back last “Having eleven girls spoon in our house.
semester to create a bonfire.” 
Kaitlyn Callery ’04 Melissa Ross ’04
“Cold! You call this cold?” 
The Abominable Snowman
Lauren Falvey ’05 Caitlyn Green ’05
“Taping cardboard to our windows due to 
the lack of working heat.”
Neil Fortin ’06 Bridget Black ’06
Blossom and Six
“Avoiding leaving our rooms for 
classes by telling our teachers we 
are on the basketball team.”
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Freshman — Albuquerque, N.M.
Watrous recorded three goals and one assist to lead the 
Friars to two victories over Connecticut last weekend.
She scored two goals including the game winner in 
PC’s 5-3 win over the Huskies on Friday, and added a 
goal and an assist in Providence’s 3-1 win on Saturday.
Andrew Zockoff
Swimming and Diving 
Freshman— Dover, Mass.
Zockoff spearheaded PC Men’s Swimming and 
Diving’s 163-122 victory over Maine, capturing three 
first place finishes. He won the 200-meter Individual 
Medley (2:21.61), the 100-meter breaststroke 
(1:12.00) and the 200-meter breaststroke (2:41.32).
Scores
Friday 1/16
Women’s Hockey vs. Connecticut W 5-3
Men’s Hockey at Northeastern T 1-1 OT
Saturday 1/17
Men’s Swimming and Diving vs. Maine W163-122
Women’s Swimming and Diving vs. Maine L201-99
Women’s Basketball vs. Syracuse L 55-50
Men’s Hockey vs. Northeastern T 3-3 OT
Men’s Basketball vs. West Virginia W 87-66
Women’s Hockey at Connecticut W3-1
Women’s Indoor Track at Brown Invitational 5th
Men’s Indoor Track at Terrier Cup 4th
Monday 1/19
Men’s Basketball vs. Loyola University Chicago W 89-59
Tuesday 1/20
Men’s Hockey vs. Boston College L2-1
Women’s Basketball vs. Miami L 86-67
Wednesday 3/25
Women’s Hockey vs. Dartmouth L8-6
Men’s Basketball vs. Villanova W 62-56
Schedules
Friday 1/23
Men’s Hockey at Lake Superior State 7 p.m.
Saturday 1/24
Men’s Basketball at Connecticut Noon
Swimming at UMass Dartmouth 1 p.m.
Men’s Hockey at Lake Superior State 7 p.m.
Sunday 1/25
Women’s Hockey at Northeastern 2 p.m.
Monday 1/26
Men’s Basketball vs. Georgetown 7:30 p.m.
Wenesday 1/28
Women’s Basketball at Boston College 7 p.m.
Standings
Men’s Basketball Big East Standings Women’s Hockey East Standings
Big East Overall Hockey East Overall
Team W-L Pct, W-L Pct. Team W-L- Pts. W-L-T Pts.
Syracuse 3-0 1.000 13-1 .929 New Hampshire T 11 10-7-3 23
Connecticut 3-0 1.000 15-2 .882 Maine 5-0-1 9 7-9-3 17
Pittsburgh 4-1 .800 18-1 .947 Providence 4-3-1 7 7-8-2 16
Providence 2-1 .667 11-3 .786 Northeastern 3-1-1 6 8-5-6 22
Miami 2-1 .667 12-5 .706 Connecticut 2-3-2 5 6-11-3 15
Villanova 2-1 .667 10-5 .667 Boston College 0-6-0 0 5-9-2 12
Boston College 2-2 .500 12-4 .750
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PC continues to struggle in the New Year
by Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff
The Providence 
College Men’s Hockey team 
tangled with the best and the 
worst the Hockey East had to 
offer, but still 
MEN'S couldn’t find a 
HOCKEY way to win. On 
Friday and 
Saturday, the Friars took to the 
ice against Northeastern, both 
on the road and at home. Each 
of the games ended in ties, while 
showcasing tremendous efforts 
from the Friar goaltenders. 
Tuesday’s game against Boston 
College was dubbed “Break the 
Record Night” in an attempt to 
break the student attendance 
record at Schneider Arena. 
Despite the fan support, the 
Friars couldn’t pull out the 
victory, falling in overtime.
The Friars traveled to North­
eastern’s Matthews Arena to 
take on the Huskies. The Friars 
fell behind early, giving up a 
goal midway through the first 
period. PC made a come back 
just 19 seconds into the third 
period. Senior Cody Lough- 
lean’s shot got knocked down 
in front of the net where fellow 
senior Peter Zingoni gathered it 
and passed to junior Chris 
Chaput, who fired it past the 
Huskies’ goaltender.
Junior goalie David Cacciola 
made a career high 43 saves in 
an effort that earned him 
Hockey East Defensive Player 
of the Week for the second time 
this season.
The Friars returned to Sch­
neider Arena to face North­
eastern again on Saturday night. 
PC got on the board quickly, 
scoring 42 seconds into the first 
period. Chaput found the open 
freshman Colin McDonald for 
the score. McDonald had a 
career day with three points— 
one goal and two assists. 
Sophomore Torry Gajda scored 
later in the first period to put the 
Friars up 2-0.
The Huskies increased their 
pressure in the second period by 
out-shooting the Friars 21-6. 
Northeastern scored a power 
play goal after sophomore 
goalie Bobby Goepfert made
KRISTIN ELLIS ’05/The Cowl
Left: Freshman Colin McDonald registered 
one goal and two assists in Providence’s 3-3 
tie with Northeastern on Saturday.
several saves before one finally 
slipped by to pull the Huskies 
within one. However, Gajda 
scored his second goal of the 
game minutes later to put the 
Friars back ahead by two. The 
Huskies pulled within one as the 
puck got thrown in front of the 
net and appeared to be deflected 
off a Huskies skate.
While the third period saw 
PC’s offense come back alive 
late in the third period with 
several scoring opportunities, 
the Friars couldn’t manage to 
get past Huskies goaltender 
Keni Gibson. Northeastern tied 
the game at 3-3 with under 1:30 
remaining in the game. 
Goepfert would notch his career 
high 47 saves, including several 
clutch saves on the penalty kill 
in overtime.
Coach Paul Pooley was 
happy with Friday’s tie at 
Northeastern, but disappointed 
with the tie on Saturday. “I was 
fine with the tie on the road, 
because I thought we earned the 
tie coming back in the third 
period,” Pooley said. “At home 
disappointed because we had 
the lead and gave them the 
momentum.”
Tuesday’s “Break the 
Record Night” saw the Friars
take on perennial rival Boston 
College at Schneider Arena. PC 
took an early lead scoring on a 
power play as senior co-captain 
Stephen Wood fired a shot from 
the point that was blocked by 
BC goalie Matti Kaltiainen 
before Chaput knocked in the 
rebound. This proved to be the 
Friars only goal of the game. 
Despite being out-shot 14-5 in 
the first period, play was very 
even.
The Eagles came out very 
physical in the second period 
and increased their offensive 
pressure. The Friars gave up 
several scoring chances, 
including a short-handed 
breakaway, but Goepfert came 
up with the big saves to 
maintain the Friars lead through 
the second period.
BC tied the game at one a 
side under a minute into the 
third period. Ryan Shannon 
knocked home a rebound for the 
tie. For a moment it seemed that 
PC went ahead, but the goal was 
called off because it was 
directed in by hand. Providence 
gave up several scoring 
chances, but Goepfert again 
came up with the big saves to 
keep the Friars in it. Providence 
took a very costly penalty for
too many men on the ice with 
1:16 left in the game. The 
penalty carried into overtime, 
when just seconds after the 
penalty ended an Eagles’ shot 
from the point was defected off 
a Friar’s stick past Goepfert for 
the win.
Pooley said of the Boston 
College game, “I thought we did 
pretty well defensively. You’re 
looking at a team that’s pretty 
explosive. I thought against
Below: Captain Stephen Wood and the 
Friars, after tying Northeastern twice in a 
home-and-home series dropped a 2-1 
overtime decision to Boston College on 
Tuesday night. With the loss, Providence 
drops to 8-8-6 on the season and 2-7-5 in 
Hockey East play.
Boston College we held them in 
check for the first two periods. 
In the third period I think we 
had as many quality chances to 
score as they did.”
PC is 8-8-6 on the season 
and 2-7-5 in conference play. 
Also, the Friars are winless in 
their last five games. They look 
to improve their record on the 




Providence at Northeastern T 1 -1, OT
3rd OT
Friday, Jan. 16
Friars 0 0 1 1
Huskies 1 0 0 0
Providence vs. Northeastern T 3-3, OT Saturday, Jan. 17
Friars 2 1 0 0
Huskies 0 2 1 0
Providence vs. Boston College L 2-1, OT Tuesday, Jan. 20
Friars 1 0 0 0




Several 3, 4, and 6 bed recently renovated apartments 
available now or for June 2004. Houses on Oakland, 
Pembroke, Pinehurst, and Tyndall. Many have new 
baths, hardwoods, parking, laundry. Some available 
with phone, cable, and high speed internet jacks in 
every room. Call 952-0966 or 742-4000 for details.
Make Money Taking Online Surveys
Earn $ 10-$ 125 for Surveys
Earn $25-$250 for Focus Groups 
Visit www.cash4students.com/ripc
Want to be seen by over 
4,000 people each week?
Apartments for Rent! Pembroke Ave near PC. 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd floors. 3 or 4 large bedrooms, new 
kitchen appliances, stove, refrigerator, 
dishwasher, new gas baseboard heat, and gas hot 
water, new bathrooms. Secure area with lighted 
parking. $1200 per month.
Call 274-7763.
#1 Spring Break Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, 
Bahamas, Mazatlan, Florida, 
SPadre. 110% Best Prices! Book 
Now & get Free Parties & Meals! 
Group Discounts. Now Hiring 
Campus Reps! 1-800-234-7007 
endlesssummertours.com
THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!
www.thecowl.com
Contact The Cowl at 401-865-2214 about 
advertising your busniess in the classified 
section!
Apartments for Rent Spring Break
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Women’s hockey extends winning streak
Friars win home-and-home 
series against UConn; 
Watrous named Hockey East 
Player of the Week
by Pat Brown ’05 
Sports Staff
Following a six-game hiatus from 
Hockey East Conference play, the 
Providence College Women’s Hockey 
team returned to league action in 
 formidable fighting 
WOMEN’S fashion this past week- 
HOCKEY  end against the Uni- 
 versity of Connecticut.
The Friars drew first and last blood 
in the home-and-home series, skating 
their way to a 5-3 victory at Schneider 
Arena on Friday and playing spoilers the 
next day at UConn enroute to a 3-1 win. 
The back-to-back results improve the 
team’s overall record to 7-8-2, and 3-1- 
1 in the Hockey East.
Brimming with confidence after 
shutting out Niagara 3-0 in a solid 
performance the week before, PC 
opened the scoring early in the first 
period of Friday’s contest. Freshman 
Sonny Watrous scored her first collegiate 
goal after junior Rush Zimmerman 
outmuscled her defender and found 
senior Kelli Halcisak pinching in from 
the blueline. Watrous pounced on the 
rebound from Halcisak’s shot to put the 
Friars up 1-0.
Zimmerman doubled the deficit only 
minutes later, collecting a pinpoint pass 
from Halcisak while streaking down the 
opposite wing. A favorable deflection 
off a defender’s stick directed 
Zimmerman’s shot past the goalie.
Senior Meredith Roth increased PC’s 
first period total tally to three, as her 
point shot took a favorable deflection of 
its own and found its way into the back 
of the net.
PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl
Senior defenseman Meredith Roth scored two goals in Providence’s 5-3 
victory over the University of Connecticut on Friday.
The Huskies got on the board midway 
through the opening session, with a 
goalmouth scramble resulting in one 
puck and three players making their way 
past junior netminder, Amy Thomas. 
Two subsequent Providence goals, 
however, sealed the deal on the day.
Not content with one entry on the 
scoresheet, Watrous and Roth each 
grabbed a second goal late into the 
second period. Sophomore Karen 
Thatcher assisted on Watrous’ power 
play game-winner, and on her next shift, 
feathered a pass over to Roth, who was 
lurking at the side of the Husky crease, 
delivered the fifth and final blow.
Saturday’s match had much of the 
same in store, with Watrous propelling 
the Friars to an early first-period lead, 
courtesy of assists from Zimmerman and 
senior Darlene Stephenson.
Watrous rounded out her dazzling 
display for the weekend in the third 
period, returning the favor to 
Stephenson, who restored the Friars’ lead 
on the power play. Junior Hilary 
Greaves put the icing on the cake with 
an empty netter in the dying seconds of 
regulation.
Watrous’ four point performance 
earned her the first accolades of her 
collegiate career, as she was named 
Hockey East Player of the Week.
“It shows that hard work pays off,” 
Watrous said, in reaction to the news. 
“It’s a big step up at the college level 
and it’s been nice to get back into the 
groove in the offensive position and start 
putting some pucks in the net.”
The current winning streak has also 
done well to boost the team’s confidence 
ahead of Wednesday’s fixture against 
nationally ranked No. 2 Dartmouth and 
to ease PC’s frustration at a string of 
narrow defeats suffered during the 
Christmas vacation.
Providence’s stay at the heartbreak 
hotel over the break included two 2-1 
losses at Minnesota State, and one 3-2 
dropped decision at No. 7 ranked 
Mercyhurst College.
“They were heartbreakers,” 
commented Head Coach Bob Deraney. 
“But at the same time, I don’t think we 
could’ve played any better.”
The Friars outshot their opponents 
considerably in each game, but simply 
could not gain a favorable advantage on 
the scoreboard. These past few games 
indicate that this seems to be changing.
“I think that as a team we’re finally 
coming together, and especially this 
weekend, the bounces started going our 
way,” said Watrous. “We’re finishing 
more, we’re going harder to the net, 
we’re a little more determined. We’re 
not going to settle for losses when we’re 
outshooting our opponents and 
outplaying them.”
Captain Sarah Youlen echoed her 
teammate’s thoughts. “I think we’ve got 
our morale up,” she said. “Coming in 
this semester we knew that there’s no­
where we could go but up, so we’ve just 
fed off that. We’re hoping to take this 
winning streak and keep going with it.” 
Likewise, Coach Deraney is 
confident that the team can feed off its 
recent successes against UConn and 
continue to employ a strategy that will 
pay dividends for the rest of the season.
“I think we just have to continue to 
take care of the puck,” he said. “The 
team that takes advantage of their 
opponent’s mistakes is the team that wins 
the game. And really, that’s what we 
have to do. We have to continue to limit 
our mistakes, but at the same time, take 
advantage of the mistakes that we cause 
our opponents to make.”
Freshmen lead Friars
Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY
Four Friar freshman 
swimmers earn first 
place finishes against 
University of Maine 
by Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff
The Providence College Men’s and 
Women’s Swimming and Diving teams 
both learned that they can rely on the 






The men’s team 
defeated the University 
of Maine by a score of
163-122, while the women fell to the
Black Bears 201-99.
But, regardless of the score, the 


































We honor most competitor coupons
their upperclassman teammates what 
they were made of. Freshman Andrew 
Zockoff led the way with three first-place 
finishes—winning the 200-meter 
individual medley (2:21.61), the 100- 
meter breaststroke (1:12.00), and the 
200-meter breaststroke (2:41.32). 
Classmates Brian Parker and Jeff Vollero 
also brought home wins for the team, 
winning the 800-meter freestyle and 
100-meter backstroke respectively.
Senior Bryan Flynn captured two first 
place finishes at the meet as well, in the 
50-meter freestyle and 200-meter 
backstroke, and sophomore Seth 
Brockman won the 100-meter freestyle 
event. 
“The men swam very well this 
weekend and won their relays which 
were very important,” said Head Coach 
Jonathon Caswell. “But we’re still very 
tired from traveling to Hawaii and the 
women’s team had three sick girls this 
week.”
Freshman Anne Nemeth earned one 
of the women’s three first place finishes 
of the meet, winning the 100-meter 
breaststroke. Junior Jamie Modon-
Cohen took first place in the diving 
event, while PC’s 200-meter freestyle 
relay team won its event.
“The freshmen have really stepped it 
up,” said Caswell. “The freshman class 
is strong and they are going to help guide 
us this season along with the next two 
or three years, and I expect next year’s 
freshman class to be just as strong.”
The Friars returned home to compete 
against Maine after spending seven days 
training in Hawaii for the second 
consecutive year.
During that week, the team trained 
for five hours a day, with training 
consisting of four hours of swimming 
and another hour of working out on the 
track or in the stadium. On average, the 
team swam 12,000 yards each day.
However it wasn’t all swimming in 
Hawaii. The team visited Pearl Harbor, 
hiked Diamond Head (a huge crater), 
went surfing and visited some of the 
island’s beautiful reefs beneath the 
ocean. They were also given one 
afternoon off, for the New England 
Patriots playoff game.
While some of the team’s trip was 
eventful, there was a lot of hard work 
during the stay which is already paying 
off. So far this season, 12 swimmers have 
qualified to attend the ECAC 
Championships slated for Feb. 26.
“We really need to train hard for three 
more weeks and get healthy for 
championships,” said Caswell. “They’re 
working really hard together and team 
effort is what I have stressed from day 
one.”
While Providence’s next meet is at 
UMass-Dartmouth, the Friars are 
focusing on getting ready for the 
Metropolitan Collegiate Championships 
and their final meet, the ECAC 
Championships. The Friars are expecting 
to be the number one non-scholarship 
team at ECAC’s, and are planning on 
bringing a large group of swimmers this 
year.
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Friars still looking for first Big East victory




Maturation is a slow and steady pro­
cess, and no one knows that better than 
the Providence College Women’s Bas­
ketball team. Still, the signs of gradual 
improvement are 
there, and despite 
this past week’s 
losses to Syracuse 
and Miami, it is evident that progress is 
being made.
The Friars dropped a 55-50 decision 
to Syracuse on Saturday, then proceeded 
to fall to the nationally ranked No. 18 
Miami Hurricanes on Tuesday evening 
by a score of 86-67. The pair of defeats 
drops the team’s record to 4-12 overall 
and 0-5 in the Big East, but the numbers 
fail to tell the whole story.
“Our goal is to better ourselves each 
game out,” offered Head Coach Susan 
Yow. This week was indeed a study in 
progress for a young Friars team that 
features four freshmen in its rotation.
Addressing her team’s youth, Yow 
said, “They’ve done a good job. It’s been 
on-the-job learning for them so they 
haven’t had margin for error, but overall 
they’ve done well.”
The final scoreline for the Miami 
game doesn’t do justice to the way the 
Friars played. Facing a team that en­
tered the game 15-1 overall and nation­
ally ranked, Providence did well to jump 
out to a 6-2 lead to start the game.
PC’s 2-3 zone confused the Hurri­
canes early, and it was not until midway 
through the first half that Miami got on 
track. Holding a 34-21 lead at the break, 
the Hurricanes were unable throughout 
the second half to really put away a 
plucky Providence squad. The Friars 
brought it as close as 47-37 with 13 min­
utes left in the second stanza, but Miami 
held on for its fourth win in a row.
Junior Gayle Nwafili was a handful 
for Miami inside, and wound up pacing
The Cowl
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Senior guard Kristin Quinn scored 20 points against Miami on Tuesday and 
added 10 points in PC’s loss to Syracuse on Saturday.
Despite being outrebounded, the Fri­
ars were able to force the bigger and 
more experienced Miami team into 27 
turnovers, compared to PC’s 21. The sta­
tistic that most impressed Yow, however, 
was free throw attempts.
“We shot just three free throws in the 
first half and 21 in the second. We were 
much more assertive offensively in the 
second half.”
Providence’s energy against Miami 
certainly topped their effort in their pre-
the Friars with a career-high 24 points, 
and nine rebounds and six steals.
“I thought we played hard even 
though the score didn’t show it,” Nwafili 
said. “Our defense played well, our of­
fense just needs to pick it up.”
Senior guard Kristin Quinn added 20 
points and six steals.
“I think we played with intensity to­
night,” Quinn observed. “There’s more 
confidence on the floor, and you can see 
that in our play. 
vious game against Syracuse. With a 
bench that ran only two deep, the 
Orangewomen opted to slow the game 
down by utilizing a 2-3 zone that would 
have made Jim Boeheim proud.
A cautious offensive attack centered 
on the inside play of Chineze Nwagbo 
yielded good results against a Friars team 
that appeared sluggish. PC went to the 
locker room in a 34-24 halftime hole.
“We just played two different 
games,” said Yow. “The first half was 
disappointing, but we were able to pick 
up the tempo the second half. We have 
to play 40 minutes instead of 20.”
The Friars stepped up the intensity in 
the second half, especially on the defen­
sive end, holding Nwagbo to just four 
points. The Friars pulled the score to 
within 49-46 with just under four min­
utes remaining, but were ultimately un­
able to overcome the deficit despite a 
much-improved second stanza.
Freshman Jill Furstenburg led the 
Friars with a career-high 16 points to go 
along with five assists. Quinn and 
Nwafili chipped in with 10 apiece, and 
Nwafili also finished with six boards as 
the Friars outrebounded the Orange­
women 33-30. They also shot 50 per­
cent from beyond the three-point arc.
This week ahead will see the Friars 
visit Boston College in a rematch of their 
game on Jan. -7, in which the Golden 
Eagles defeated PC, 73-53. Aiding the 
Friars will be the return of point guard 
Keisha Blackwell and center Quiana 
Copeland, who have missed the last sev­
eral games due to suspension.
“We welcome them back,” said Yow. 
“It will definitely give us more depth.”
Quinn addressed what the team needs 
to do to continue to improve. “We just 
need to keep the intensity on defense and 
move the ball more, and I think we 
should be fine.”
“Overall I can’t complain,” Yow said. 
“We feel like we’re improving each 
game."—
Next week in
Want to know 
what’s in store 
for the future of 
PC Athlettics?
Check out The 
Cowl’s interview 
with AD Bob 
Driscoll.
A selection of our 
interview will be 










The Providence College Men’s 
Basketball team has been impressive 
through the first part of its season. The 
Friars currently hold an 11-3 record, 
including a 2-1 
mark in the Big 
East Conference. 
However, more 
impressive is the 9-2 non-conference 
record that the team has posted in what 
has been the most difficult non- 
conference schedules that Head Coach 
Tim Welsh has ever gone up against.
“I’m not a big guy of looking at the 
whole schedule,” said Welsh. “I knew 
that we had a lot of land mines and I 
wanted to make sure we won the games 
we were supposed to win. In the past, 
we’ve had struggles with that. This year, 
we took care of that and in the big games, 
we were ready. That was the difference 
this year.”
As a result, Providence posted its best 
non-conference record since the 1996- 
97 Elite Eight team, and was nationally 
ranked at No. 25 in the Associated Press 
poll for the first time since the 2000-01 
season. Currently, the team has both a 
Ratings Power Index and strength of 
schedule ranking in the top 15 in the 
country. The Friars are currently 
exceeding all expectations surrounding 
the team during the pre-season and with 
just around 14 games to go an NCAA 
bid may be looming in the team’s future.
With the second semester underway 
and the basketball season now starting 
its second semester, what better way to 
assess the success of the Friars than by 
analyzing their play and giving the team 
a progress report.
Frontcourt
Coming into the season, it was 
obvious that Ryan Gomes was the team’s 
go-to-guy. And he has proved that again 
so far this season, currently averaging 
19.4 points and 9.4 rebounds.
However, credit must also be given 
to low post teammates, Marcus Douthit 
and Rob Sanders. Both are putting up 
career best numbers and are key to the 
Friars success. Douthit, a senior, who 
saw little time in his first two years, 
matured last year and has been strong so 
far this season. He is averaging 8.1 
points and just under six rebounds, but 
more importantly, he has become an 
intimidating presence in the middle of 
the 2-1-2 zone, averaging just under four 
blocked shots a game.
Sanders, a junior, is easily the most 
athletic player on the team and could 
quite possibly be the leagues most 
improved player. In his first two years, 
he was primarily known as a “slasher,” 
but in the off-season he worked on an 
outside shot and has shown that he can 
hit it consistently. Sanders is second on 
the team in scoring with 13.4 points a 
game and has proven to be a valued asset 
while playing the wing position in the 
zone defense.
All three starters have given strong 
efforts to this point and show no signs 
of stopping.
“I think when we get to March we 
will be right there at the top of the Big 
East and ready to make a run at the
Mid-season grades are in
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Junior Ryan Gomes is averaging 19.4 points and 9.4 rebounds this season.
NCAA tournament,” said Gomes.
GRADE: A
Backcourt
Before the start of the season, much 
of the hype surrounding the team 
centered on three guards, all capable of 
starting and succeeding—sophomore 
point guard Donnie McGrath and seniors 
Sheiku Kabba and Abdul Mills. Mills 
however has been slowed with a back 
injury and has only seen 17 minutes of 
action in two games. What was once 
considered two starting positions for 
three players quickly diminished to two. 
Both Kabba and McGrath started off 
strongly, performing well in big non­
conference games against teams such as 
Alabama and Illinois. Both guards 
faded, particularly with missing crucial 
free throws during games against Big 
East opponents Rutgers and Seton Hall. 
However, Kabba and McGrath seem to 
be out of their slump. Kabba registered 
24 points, just one shy of his career high 
against West Virginia, while McGrath 
added 14 points in the 87-66 win in the 
Big East home opener.
“I’m excited,” said Kabba. “I have 
never been in a situation like this where 
we have won this many games early in 
the season. My freshman year we won 
games late, we made our run in 
conference.”
If the two guards can continue to 
perform at the level they have been the 
last couple of games then this Friar team 
is poised to make a deep run with the 
combination of the inside-out game.
GRADE: B+
Bench
When Sanders went down with an 
injury it was quite possibly the worst 
thing that happened to the Friars. The 
team lost a feisty and very athletic 
defender, along with the only Friar who 
can create his own shot. His absence was 
best seen in the early stages of the game 
against Texas when the Friars struggled 
mightily to register their first field goal. 
More importantly, the injury made the 
Providence bench much thinner.
Sanders’ injury forced junior Tukka 
Kotti to start at the small forward taking 
him out of the sixth man spot were he 
excels because of his ability to play so 
many different positions. Welsh realized 
this and moved Kotti back to the bench 
as the “sixth starter” and has inserted 
freshman Dwight Brewington at the 
small forward. This move seems to be 
working well for the Friars—with 
Brewington as a starter, PC has won their 
past two games by an average of 25 
points, most recently an 89-59 win over 
Loyola-Chicago. With the emergence of 
freshman Gerald Brown and with senior 
Chris Anrin finding his shooting stroke 
(game high 16 points against Loyola), 
PC seems to have solved the problem it 
had with a lack of a bench.
“I like the way our rotations are right 
now,” said Welsh. “Hopefully, when Rob 
comes back we’re going to be a lot 
deeper. Guys like Dwight and Chris and, 
to a lesser extent, Gerald can all help us, 
and will help us as we get into the thick 
PROVIDENCE 62, VILLANOVA 56
Min
PROVIDENCE
FG/FGA FT/FTA Reb. A PTS.
GOMES 39 10/14 2/2 8 1 27
DOUTHIT 27 1/5 9/10 8 3 11
McGRATH 39 3/13 1/1 3 5 9
KABBA 32 1/8 1/2 1 2 3
BREWINGTON 23 1/5 0/0 2 2 2
ANRIN 10 0/2 0/0 1 1 0
KOTTI 30 4/4 2/3 5 0 10
TEAM 200 20/51 15/18 31 14 62
VILLANOVA
FRASER 33 5/8 1/1 10 2 11
SUMPTER 32 5/9 0/0 6 0 11
FOYE 33 1/10 5/5 5 4 7
NARDI 35 0/8 6/6 4 1 6
KAY 37 8/19 0/0 3 1 21
BLOCH 2 0/0 0/0 1 0 0
SNOWDEN 14 0/2 0/1 2 1 0
CHARLES 5 0/0 0/0 1 0 0
SHERIDAN 9 0/0 0/0 3 0 0
TEAM 200 19/56 12/13 38 9 56 ,
For a full game recap, check out
ww.thecowl.com
of the Big East.”
GRADE: C+
Defense
The Friars traditional 2-1-2 zone 
defense has been both a blessing and a 
curse this season. At times, the active 
zone has been suffocating—most 
notably in shutting down nationally 
ranked Illinois. However, at times the 
zone has nearly buried PC. Against 
Texas, the Longhorns’ outside shooting 
and offensive rebounding, both 
weaknesses of zone defenses, con­
tributed to an early 21 point deficit. 
Welsh eventually abandoned it in favor 
of full-court man to man pressure, partly 
because Texas lacked a true ballhandler.
That said, the 2-1-2 has been without 
its most athletic defender and its best 
wing defender since Sanders was 
injured.
“Rob is our best wing defender,” said 
Welsh. “He is long and quick and can 
be very disruptive.”
When Providence got used to playing 
without Sanders, the Friars got back to 
playing the tenacious defense that the 
fans have been accustomed to seeing 
over the last year and a half. When the 
Friars get Sanders back the defense 
should get even better.
GRADE: B
Overall
Providence so far has turned in a great 
first half of the season, but it will be all 
for nothing if they don’t perform as well 
in the Big East. The Friars benefit from 
an easy Big East road schedule and have 
the advantage of playing tougher 
opponents such as Pittsburgh and 
Syracuse at home. If the Friars can win 
at least 18 regular season games they 
should be a shoe in for a NCAA berth, 
with their RPI and Strengh of Schedule.
“I think we certainly established 
ourselves with our non-conference 
schedule that we’re a team that needs 
some looking at if we keep winning, 
hopefully,” said Welsh.
GRADE: A-
